INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH

☩ Transfiguration Sunday ☩
February 14th, 2021
Online Service

GATHERING
VOLUNTARY
Die Wolke (The Cloud), from Tabor for Organ

Carl Rutti

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 553

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

Holy God,
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts are
burdened by sin. Our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to
follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and
its resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done
and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your
divine mercy.
Amen.
How vast is God’s grace!
Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness,
we are called to be the beloved community
living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
GLORY TO GOD: p. 204

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts.
Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
CHILDREN’S TIME
FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12
1Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were
on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as
Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they
went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to
him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I
know; keep silent.”
4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the
Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The company of
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the
Lord will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”
6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty
men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were
standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the
water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.
9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken
from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He responded, “You
have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if
not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire
separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching
and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
After the Reading: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 50 :1-6
1The mighty one, God the Lord, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty,
God shines forth in glory.
3Our God will come and will not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm.
4God calls the heavens and the earth from above

to witness the judgment of the people.
5“Gather before me my loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause,
for it is God | who is judge.
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
3Even

if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus
Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.
After the Reading: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: p. 205a

GOSPEL READING: Mark 9:2-9
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.
2Six

days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white,
such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who
were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make
three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for
they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This
is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with
them any more, but only Jesus.
9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: WOV 653

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Bishop Ginny Aebischer
Jesus on the Mountain Peak

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes “Let us pray.” We respond: Have mercy, O God.
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and
all people in need.
For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near, and for all who
show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep; mountains, clouds
and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in our stewardship of
God’s creation, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security guards,
attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they witness to mercy and
justice throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all who suffer this day, that Christ our healer transform sickness into health, loneliness into
companionship, bereavement into consolation, and suffering into peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones who cannot be with
us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory is revealed around and
among us, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage that their lives
of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
THE ANTHEM:

“The Only Son from Heaven”

Arr. Johann Seb. Bach

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O
God, we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.
For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your
Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw
near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 316

Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
VOLUNTARY

The Agincourt Carol

Arr. Kimberly Marshall and Patrick Hawkins

Worship Note
Our Cantor for the day is Janet Hoffman
Our worship setting for today is Setting 10 of the ELW

Announcements
Our office is closed except by appointment due to the massive rise in case numbers in our county.
You can email or call us, and our mailbox is a safe place to drop things off. We will be open on
Friday’s between 9 am – 1 pm for pick-up and drop-off.
Bishop Ginny Aebischer will be our Guest Preacher on February 14th to celebrate our 100th
Anniversary!
Worship and Music will be meeting February 14th at at 12 p.m.
Scout Sunday is February 21st.
100th Anniversary Meeting will be Sunday, February 21st at 2 p.m. via Zoom.
Self-directed Worship is suspended but a weekly devotional will be included in our E-Blast’s.
Wednesdays at noon, Incarnation will be hosting a short devotional Bible study. Bible study will be
held over Zoom and the office will email out the link for the meeting each Wednesday morning.
Do you want to join Incarnation? If so, please contact the office at office@incarnationlutheran.com
so that we can gather your contact information and reach out to you.
Do you know any former members of Incarnations’ email addresses? We would love to send them
an invite to the 100th anniversary!
Prayer List
Current: Jason Williamson, Taylor, Barbara Valle, William Singletary, Steve Dotson, Sarah Sutton,
Mady Smith, Sam Hall, The Family of Farnum Edward Thornburg III, all those caring for elderly
parents, and all those that are home bound.
Continuing: Ed Skinner, Lily Hoffman, Diane Smith, Ivey Smith, Jesse, Emily Prince, Emily
Wright, Gary Todd, Linda Blazek, Maren Milbourne, Ann Ford, Jenny Gantt, The Norton Family,
The Family of Mary Thompson, and all those that are quarantined and suffering from COVID-19.
Military: Michael Willhide, Mike Turner, (Mavis Turner's son), Hilary Compton, (Kim Yerrick’s
niece), Tyler Owens, (Kim Yerrick’s nephew).

From the 100th Anniversary Committee
Be on the lookout for a mailing coming soon to your mailbox! Despite the pandemic, the 100th
Anniversary Committee has been hard at work preparing to observe the 100th anniversary of
Incarnation in 2021. You will be receiving two items soon which we hope will find a place of honor
on your family refrigerator:
1) The 100th Monthly Challenge
2). 100 Things You Can Do to Honor Incarnation
These are designed to give us some fun, concrete, and meaningful ways both to give thanks and to give
back to our church and our community over the coming year. We hope you will participate and enjoy
them!
It’s February! Time to “Spread the Love”!
The 100th Anniversary Committee and our Youth’s Souper Bowl of Caring are combining forces to
“spread the love” to those in our community who are experiencing food insecurity in these long
pandemic days.
Harvest Hope is a “high need location” in our area, and we invite you to contribute 100 jars of
peanut butter and other additional non-perishable foods which we will deliver at the end of the
month.
We would also like to raise at least $100 in donations. The South Carolina Souper Bowl of Caring
will match every $6.00 we donate!
Food donations may be left at the church on Fridays between 9-1, and monetary donations may be
made anytime online through the ILC website.
Thanks for supporting our February challenge!
ILC Fun Facts
The original sanctuary for Incarnation was raised in just four days in August 1921. In one of the
most famous episodes from Incarnation’s early history, Lutherans from St. Paul, Mt Tabor, Holy
Trinity, St. Luke, Ascension and Ebenezer all joined with the charter members of the new
congregations to build a simple building in less than a week. Wood for the building reportedly came
from Ft. Jackson, which had been shut down after World War I.
Incarnation began the year 1922 with a bank balance of $8.05. Church Council sometimes struggled
to pay the pastor’s salary.
Twenty men of the church put their own fortunes on the line by endorsing the bank loan necessary
to build the first stone sanctuary in 1928. They didn’t know the Great Depression was coming.

100th Anniversary Chrismon Tree Skirt Cross Stitch Project
2021 is upon us and filled with events and activities throughout the year celebrating Incarnation
Lutheran Church’s 100 year anniversary. This project came about when we received a Chrismon
Tree Skirt from Resurrection Lutheran after it was sold and the skirt was donated in honor of the
former Resurrection members now attending Incarnation. The tree skirt is white and gold and
contains small cross-stitched versions of the Chrismons we hang on the tree each year.
It was made members of the S.T.Y.L.E. adult group and all 18 members (men and women) stitched
the 90 designs used to make the skirt. The skirt was used with Resurrection sanctuary’s Chrismon
Tree for many years. (Picture of Chrismon Tree Skirt is is attached on next page.)
The Anniversary Committee thought it would be great for the members of ILC to make a matching
Chrismon Tree Skirt since we use two trees in our sanctuary. This Cross Stitch Project is an
excellent way to get involved, especially if time is an issue.
Your participation in this project is something you can do at home, takes a very small time
commitment, and yet gives you a great opportunity to contribute to a project that will be enjoyed by
the congregation during the Advent and Christmas season for years to come.
What are you asking me to do?
The Anniversary Committee would like to offer any member of the ILC the opportunity to help by
cross stitching one (or more if you wish) designs to be included in the making of the skirt. The
designs are small (about 2 inches) and everything you need to make a design is provided for you in
packets.
Don’t be intimidated or shy away from this project because you have never cross-stitched anything
or it has been a long time since you have cross stitched. When Resurrection made the Chrismon tree
skirt, most of the members of the S.T.Y.L.E. had never picked up a needle, much less cross stitched
anything in their life.
Where can I get a packet?
Packets are available in the Fellowship Hall. Packets include Easy, Medium, and Advanced designs.
None of the designs are hard to stitch, but the advanced uses more color and a few other stitch
moves. When you take a packet, please write your name next to the design you took. Please know
that this is no questions asked, no shame activity. If for ANY REASON you cannot complete or
make the design, simply bring it back and erase and/or scratch your name off the list. It is okay.
Your willingness to try will be greatly appreciated. Deadline for designs: no later than Sunday,
April 18, 2021. The arranging of the completed designs and the sewing of the Chrismon Tree Skirt
will then be in very good and capable hands.
Please Note: If you are not comfortable or are unable to come to the church to get a design, packet(s)
can be delivered and picked up from your home. Contact:
Kimberly Yerrick at (803)262-9536; kimyerrick@gmail.com or
Nora Shealy at (803) 238-1620; norak@sc.rr.com

Online Giving!
We look forward to the day when we can worship
together as a family again, but until then, please
continue to support the mission of the church. You can
use this image below by scanning the QR Code with
your smart phone’s camera which will lead you to our
Website for Online Giving or look for our new Paypal
button on our Facebook page!

MUSIC NOTES
Today's voluntary was composed by the respected Swiss composer, Carl Rutti (b. 1949). Entitled,
"Die Wolke (The Cloud)," the composition is part of the composer's Tabor for Organ. Rather than a
loud, crashing sound to suggest the voice of God, Rutti said that he imagined the sound floating
from the cloud on Transfiguration Sunday to be light, full of peace and diffused.
Kimberly Marshall, Professor of Organ at Arizona State University, writes that "As early as 1320, a
payment in the Burgundian account books was made to 'Joan, who plays the organ.' Although the
reference predates the earliest surviving keyboard music by at least thirty years...I have made an
intabulation, or instrumental arrangement, of the famous Agincourt Carole (ELW 316) that legend
attributes to the soldier of Henry V after their phenomenal victory over the French on the field of
Agincourt in 1415." The second intabulation was composed by Patrick Hawkins.
-Dr. Patrick Hawkins, Music Director

ALL SERVICES WILL BE LIVE-STREAMED ON FACEBOOK AND
AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Ash Wednesday: Feb 17, 2021 at 6pm on Facebook
Lent 1:

Sunday Feb.21st at 10am and
Wednesday Feb. 24th at 6:00 pm

Lent 2:

Sunday Feb.28th at 10am and
Wednesday Mar 3rd at 6:00 pm

Lent 2:

Sunday Mar. 7th at 10am and
Wednesday Mar. 10th at 6:00 pm

Lent 4:

Sunday Mar. 14th at 10am and
Wednesday Mar 17th at 6:00 pm

Lent 5:

Sunday Mar. 21st at 10am and
Wednesday Mar 24th at 6:00 pm

