
INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

☩ Third Sunday in Lent • March 23rd, 2025 ☩ 

Worship Notes: • Our Lector is Carrie Wood • Our Crucifer is John Sawicki • Our Worship Assistant is 

Susan McArver • Our Organist and Choir Director is Janet Marks • 

 
WELCOME AND TEMPLE TALK  

PRELUDE                             My Heart is Ever Yearning           Johannes Brahms 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                            Please stand as able and face the back of the church. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate One, you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not 
always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the tender compassion 
you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant to all 
people. We oppress others, even though you have set us free again and again. We squander the 
abundant gifts of the earth. Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wandering ones home. 

In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever. Amen. 
                      
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 763                                         My Life Flows on in Endless Song 
                                      ROBERT LOWRY 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE p. 203 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and 
resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to 
fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
WORD 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-9 
1 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, 
buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is 
not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
and delight yourselves in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will 
make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4 See, I made him a witness to 
the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of 
Israel, for he has glorified you. 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that 
he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8 For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 63:1-8                                                   Read responsively. 
  1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; 
  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
 2 Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, 
  that I might behold your power and your glory. 
 3 For your steadfast love is better than life itself; 
  my lips shall give you praise. 
 4 So will I bless you as long as I live 
  and lift up my hands in your name.  
 5 My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods, 
  and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 
 6 when I remember you upon my bed, 
  and meditate on you in the night watches. 
 7 For you have been my helper, 
  and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
 8 My whole being clings to you; 
  your right hand holds me fast.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
1 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and 
all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate 
the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock 
that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, 
and they were struck down in the wilderness. 6 Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that 



we might not desire evil as they did. 7 Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, 
“The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8 We must not indulge in sexual 
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9 We must not put 
Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10 And do not complain as some 
of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 These things happened to them to serve as an 
example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 So if 
you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13 No testing has overtaken you that is not 
common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with 
the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: p. 151b 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9                                                                                       Please stand as able. 
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.’’ 
 
1 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices.2 [Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered 
in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you 
will all perish as they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—
do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree 
planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, 
‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! 
Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it 
and put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 
 
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                      Please be seated. 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                        Pastor Emily Willhide 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 807                                             Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

NETTLETON 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED                      Please stand as able.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 



catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes “God, in your mercy.” We respond: “Receive our prayer.”         
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation for those not using online giving.       

 
ANTHEM:                                                         “Ave Verum Corpus”                                                          Mozart                                        

Savior, source of ev’ry blessing, 
Tune my heart to grateful, grateful lays; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for ceaseless songs of mercy, 
Call for ceaseless songs of praise. 

Teach me some melodious measure, 
Sung by raptur’d saints above, 

Fill my soul with sacred pleasure, 
While I sing redeeming love. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN: ELW 686 (verse 1)                                                         We Give Thee But Thine Own 

HEATH 
OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                                      Please stand as able. 
Let us pray. 
Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world. 
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those 
treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
ELW 642                                                                                                                                Ubi Caritas Et Amor 

  TAIZÉ UBI CARITAS 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
ELW 642                                                                                                                                Ubi Caritas Et Amor 

  TAIZÉ UBI CARITAS 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
ELW 642                                                                                                                               Ubi Caritas Et Amor 

  TAIZÉ UBI CARITAS 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the table of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                Please be seated.                 
COMMUNION - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us 
all to the table. Please take an empty communion glass from the trays at the front of the church. The 
innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those who prefer juice to wine. There are 
discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers. 
 
LAMB OF GOD: p.208 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS:  ELW 445               Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 

BEACH SPRING 

            
           ELW 759                                         My Faith Looks Up to Thee  

OLIVET 

 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                     Please stand as able. 
Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to set tables of love 
and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, in the 
name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING 

God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW 796                                                                   How Firm A Foundation 

FOUNDATION 
DISMISSAL: 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor 
all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE                  In Death’s Strong Grasp                 JS Bach 
                                                                  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Ministry Staff contacts are: 

 

Rev. Emily Willhide............................................................................pastoremily@incarnationlutheran.com 

Kimi Dail; Faith Formation Coordinator....................................................youth@incarnationlutheran.com 

Teresa Boykin; CDC Director...........................................................................cdc@incarnationlutheran.com 

Bonnie McDaniel; Parish Administrator……………....……………………………....office@incarnationlutheran.com 

Amy Kehl; Bookkeeper………………………………………………………………….bookkeeper@incarnationlutheran.com 

 
 

Sunday School (all ages): 9:00 am 
Nursery (ages 3 and under): 9:45 am- 11:15 am 

Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m. 
(10 a.m. Worship is also live streamed on Facebook.) 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
3005 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29205 

Office: 803-256-2381 
CDC: 803-661-6378 

www.incarnationlutheran.com 
www.facebook.com/IncarnationLutheranChurch 

Join us for Coffee Time in the Fellowship Hall 

 

http://www.facebook.com/IncarnationLutheranChurch


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


