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PASTOR EMILY

September wears a variety of hats. For families with children, September is the month when the new
school year finally begins to settle into routine. Here in South Carolina, it's the month when we begin
to look for those blessed breaks in heat and humidity. For co ee drinkers, it means the return of
favorite fall flavors. And for churches everywhere, it often signifies the beginning of the annual
stewardship drive.

Di erent churches handle these stewardship drives in very di erent ways. Some have a heavy
emphasis on the financial aspect of stewardship, as they try to plan for their spending plans and
exhort folks to “Give more!” And while Jesus does spend a great deal of time talking about money, I've
yet to find a church that looks forward to focusing on those conversations. In fact, | have served in
churches where attendance actually dropped during this month because people dislike money-talk so
strenuously.

Here at Incarnation, we strive to keep stewardship of all kinds as a constant drumbeat in the
background of our faith life together, understanding it as an essential element to our discipleship.
Employing monthly articles, weekly Stewardship Snippets, and periodic temple talks and skits, our
Stewardship committee keeps us on our toes and keeps the discipline of stewardship front and
center. And yet, we still use September as sort of an emphasis month to lift up its importance. Not
only does good planning lead to good spending plans, but it reminds us of the very nature of
ownership; that all that we have is God's, and it is given to us to mind and tend for just a short while.
So yes, please consider your giving for this year's o ering plate.

But we also understand Stewardship to be a much wider-ranging topic than just our finances. Care of
creation, loving our neighbor, managing our time responsibly, appreciating and using our God-given
talents: all of these fall under stewardship to some extent. So it made sense to make that the focal
point of our annual stewardship drive by encouraging us all to engage in acts of service as a
celebration of our stewardship this year.

As you may have heard in the announcements already, this September we are asking folks to o er
their time and talents in volunteer hours at local non-profits. These groups form a backbone of care
in our communities: feeding the hungry, o ering shelter to those who need it, creating free
educational opportunities, and serving our community in ways too many to name here. Just like the
church, these nonprofits often run on the e orts of volunteers. As a church committed to building up
and caring for our community, it is a natural fit for us to not only do this work ourselves but to help
others who are engaged in this same work.

To keep track of our e orts during this drive, we have slips of paper that ask for your name, the hours
worked, and the name of the non-profit. They are available in the Narthex on Sunday, and in the
church o ce. If you are unable to get to the church to pick up these ready-made slips, please feel
free to make your own. Every time you volunteer somewhere, be it the church, Harvest Hope, Harriet
Hancock House, Transitions, Oliver Gospel Mission, one of our public schools or libraries, or with
some other group, we ask you to fill a slip out and turn it into the o ering plate. If you can’'t make it to
worship, you can email or mail it in to the churcho ce.

While we won't keep track of individuals' hours of service (you'll have to do that on your own if you're
curious about how many hours you're building), we will total the hours for the congregation and keep
track of all of the many places that have benefited from our work in the month of September. May we
share Christ's love this month through stewardship and service, always to God's glory and praise!
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CDC

Welcoming in the 2024-2025 School Year!

Exploring water
intrusion in the upstairs
CDC building!
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FAITH FORMATION CORNER

Faith Formation looks forward to offering moments between families and children with
faith formation in your home. This month, it is praying with Play-Doh. These prayer kits
will be available for you to pick up on Sunday, September 8 th . Each kit will come with
Play-Doh and prayer prompt cards. | encourage you to sit as a family and enjoy a
moment of prayer with each other. Next month, a different prayer kit will be available
to you.

This is a reminder that Children’s Sunday School has restarted. We meet in the Child
Development Center from 9 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.; please drop off and pick up a child from
the doors closest to the Sanctuary.

Join us on Sunday, September 15th, to hear the youth and adult leaders share their
experiences from the 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering that we attended in New Orleans in
July.
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CASA LINDA MEXICAN RESTAURANT
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MUSIC CORNER
TITAALY X2 Y

This past Sunday the church blessed the new choir robes, which were paid for out of the
music fund. Your contributions like this help our program to flourish. Your future
financial support could help us fund additional paid choral section leaders, provide
instrumentalists at special holy days/ festivals throughout the liturgical year, as well as
to fund any guest recitalist upon our organ and piano. We thank you for your continued
support of our music ministry at Incarnation Lutheran Church.

Dr. Patrick Hawkins
Organ Instructor, the University of South Carolina School of Music
Chapel Musician and Organist, Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary
Director of Music and Organist, Incarnation Lutheran Church
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Stewardship

LOVE YQUR

Steward the common good

Jesus taught, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” —-Matthew 22:38

In Genesis 4, God asks Cain the whereabouts of Abel, his little brother whom Cain has murdered in
jealous fit. Answering God's question, Cain snarkily retorts, “Am | my brother's keeper?” The
correct answer for Cain is, “Yes, you are your brother’'s keeper.” And that applies to us, too.

Woven through Scripture is God's priority that we love and care for one another. The principle
finds clearest expression in the life and words of Jesus, who repeatedly teaches us to love
everyone — friend, family, neighbor, even enemy. No exceptions!

Love for neighbor is a stewardship issue because we are appointed caretakers of all that God has
entrusted to us, including community, relationships, and the welfare of others. Stewarding the
common good is one way to achieve this.

As North Americans, we haven't done a very good job of stewarding the common good because
our culture teaches us to “look out for number one,” as opposed to looking out for everyone.
Consider how much of our political division and brokenness in criminal justice, education,
healthcare, economics and government is the result of our thinking “what’s good for me,” rather
than “what’s good for everybody.”

Stewarding the public good often involves giving up some measure of what would be good just for
us. We sacrifice out of love to provide what is good for our neighbor. Is anything more Christian
than giving of ourselves for others?

This year, especially as politics and division has embroiled and divided our country, study how the
theme of loving our neighbor is woven through Scripture. What does it mean for you and the
church?

Think...Pray... Act.

Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the
bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs
at www.thestewardshipguy.com.




SEPTMBER 2024

More Justice

MORE JUSTICE- a church based ministry that works for justice in the midlands with a current
focus on affordable housing, food insecurity, and gun violence, will begin a new year of work in
September 2024. If you would like to know about the work of MORE JUSTICE, plan to
participate in one or more of the events below:

Sunday September 8, 2024
Meet Sydney Gonzales from MORE JUSTICE at our Sunday service at 10 AM.. After our service,
meet in the Fellowship Hall and view the bulletin board about MORE JUSTICE activities planned
for the 24-25 year.

Monday September 16, 2024 6PM
House meeting at Incarnation Lutheran Church for Network Members and those more familiar
with the work of MORE JUSTICE. Learn about the plans for the 24-25 year, share your concerns,
and how you might participate.

Sunday September 22, 2024 - after church service
House meeting at Incarnation Lutheran Church for those interested in learning about the work
of MORE JUSTICE -- what it is?, what it hopes to achieve?, and how you might get involved
and/or assist the cause.

Food Pantry

O
e

Thank you for your continued support of the Little Food Pantry. The pantry is refilled 3
times per week and food is being well received. Please continue to donate food and/or
contribute with money when you tithe to our church.

Needed Items

Canned meat and fish, Peanut Butter, Refried Beans, Crackers, Soft tacos, Canned meals -
beef stew, ravioli, Dry meals - instant potatoes, rice pasta dishes, Soup, Cereal - coal and
hot (instant), Individual fruit servings, Spaghetti, Spaghetti sauce, Granola bars, Fruit
snacks, Cookies, Beverages - water, juice, milk(shelf brand), coffee, tea, Feminine hygiene
products, Toothpaste, Tooth brushes, Soap - bar or liquid
Thank you.
Marcy Coster-Schulz
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OKTOBERFEST

We're one month out from the 2024 Oktoberfest and it's going to be another great year! Here's
what you can look forward to!

e Same great menu

e Paulaner beer

* One main beer serving tent with two biergartens

e Traditional tapping of the keg with Pastor Emily, Martin Luther, Assistant to the Bishop
Rick Carter, Mayor Rickenmann, and Sheriff Lott

e Returning band the Route 161 Happy Wanderers and the Appalachian Freund Polka Band

e Worship under the tent & Beer & Hymns on Sunday.

Upcoming Dates you can help:
e Sunday, Oct 6 — unload the Sysco truck and PODS, organize the pantry
* The week of the festival - we will post opportunities to help cook and pan the sides
e Wednesday, Oct 9 — lots of hands needed to help decorate the tents
e Monday, Oct 14 — help clean up.

Sign up for festival shifts coming soon!

Food tent Shift Teams —

This year, we're looking for a few good teams to bring in friends and family. If only 5 church
members assembled groups of 5-10 people, we could cover a lot of shifts. Lots of teens need
service hours — recruit your kids, grandkids and their friends. Your only job is to bring them in
— Stefanie and Andy will tell your group what to do, you're just recruiting. | know Evangelical is
in our name, but that’'s not something we're super good at. But | bet a lot of your friends love
this festival — let’s ask! Contact Sarah Sawicki if you can do this.

Similarly, we'd love to have any sponsorships — if you know a business that could donate any
amount, we would happily partner with them.
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Service Opportunities

Seeking Pen Pal Volunteers Use your lunch break to volunteer hello or thinking of you
cards. Do on your own schedule and this opportunity is remote can be done from
anywhere! Check with Hospice 866-311-8766 or various Nursing homes for needs.

Transitions Homeless Center | 803-708-4861 Create and lead a class to help clients learn
practical skills like budgeting and applying for jobs or recreational activities like art,
fitness, and hobbies. Or volunteer to help serve a meal or two there.

Epworth Children's Home | (803) 256-7394 Become a cottage partner and provide caring
relationships with groups of children.

Harvest Hope | (803) 2544432 Help feed families by volunteering for the crisis pantry or
organizing a food drive with family and friends.

Foodshare South Carolina | 803) 851-4461 Lend a hand to pack food boxes or coordinate
deliveries.

Able SC | (803) 779-5121 Whether as a Travel Ambassador, Travel Navigator, Volunteer Driver,
or Office Volunteer, your skills are needed.

South Carolina USQ | Connect service members to family, home, and country. Welcome
visitors, talk with someone over a cup of coffee or provide a free phone call to a loved one.

American Red Cross | (800) 733-2767 Plan to donate blood.

American Cancer Society | (803) 7084732 You can support fundraising events and advocate
for cancer survivors remotely, help out in person at an event, or become a driver.

Family Connection South Carolina | 800-578-8750 Explore virtual volunteering
opportunities and make a positive impact on the lives of those with disabilities and
special healthcare needs.

Midlands Reading Consortium | 803-733-5400 Give 30 minutes a week to assist a striving
reader throughout the school year.

Congaree Riverkeeper | (803) 760-3357 Participate in river sweeps throughout the year +
learn how your daily practices affect our rivers.

Keep the Midlands Beautiful | (803)733-1139 Keep Cola's roads clean by adopting a highway,
street, or waterway + helping on clean-up days throughout the year.

City of Columbia’s Animal Services, Animal Mission of the Midlands, Pawmetto
Lifeline, Humane Society, or Pets, Inc. Reach out to local animal shelters to donate time to
clean pens, foster, and love on animals.
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PIAYDATE AT THE PARK

Join Incarnation for popsicles and play
at the Owens Field's Playgroud
(1351 Jim Hamilton Blvd.)

Sat.Sept21 | 9am to11am

GET IN TOUCH

Our Ministry Staff contacts are:

Rev. Emily Willhide.........ccccocvviiiiiiecee e, pastoremily@incarnationlutheran.com
Dr. Patrick Hawkins; Dir. of Music & Organist............. music@incarnationlutheran.com
Kimi Dail; Faith Formation Coordinator.......................... youth@incarnationlutheran.com
Amy Kehl; Bookkeeper.............ccccvviiiiiie e, amy.kehl@incarnationlutheran.com
Teresa Boykin; CDC DIrecCtor..........ccccoovveiveiiiciie e cdc@incarnationlutheran.com
Georgette Flemming; CDC-Byron Rd....................... cdcbyron@incarnationlutheran.com
Bonnie McDaniel; Parish Administrator...............ccc........ office@incarnationlutheran.com

Sunday School: for all ages at 9 a.m.
Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m.

(10 a.m. Worship is also live streamed on Facebook.)
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 am. - 1 p.m.
3005 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29205
Office: 803-256-2381
CDC: 803-661-6378
www.incarnationlutheran.com
www.facebook.com/ZIncarnationLutheranChurch
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