INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH

☩ Second Sunday in Lent ☩
February 28th, 2021
Online Service

GATHERING
ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Herzlich tut mich verlangen, BWV 727

Johann Seb. Bach
(1685-1750)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 808

Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of
compassion.
Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE: p. 213

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for us
the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and
loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
CHILDREN’S TIME
FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
1When

Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me and you,
and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As
for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer
shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a
multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and
kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring
after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your
offspring after you.”
15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be
her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall
give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”
After the Reading: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 22:23-31
23You

who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel.
24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the LORD‘s face
hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the L ORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the L ORD.
30Their descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25
13The

promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no
law, neither is there violation. 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also
to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have
made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So
numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own
body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he
considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise
of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was
able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but
for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the
dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.
After the Reading: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: p. 160

GOSPEL READING: Mark 8:31-38
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.
31[Jesus]

began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all
this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not
on divine things but on human things.”
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save
it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can
they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of
his Father with the holy angels.”
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 667

Pastor Emily Willhide
Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the baptized, that they may follow you
wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in your promises; give hope and courage to those who suffer
for their faith. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
All the ends of the earth worship you. From galaxies to microorganisms, preserve your creation.
Teach humanity to wonder at your works and to join you in tending to creation’s well-being. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and between nations.
Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new realities we cannot even imagine. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the depth of your love shown on
the cross. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. Restore all who are sick or grieving.
Bring vindication for victims of injustice, exploitation, and oppression. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. Bless grandparents, parents,
and foster parents, and the children who look to them for care and guidance. Console those who deal
with infertility, parents who have entrusted their children to adoption, and children longing to be
adopted. Equip ministries and services to families. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of all the saints whom you
have called to take up their cross and follow you, that together we may find our lives in you. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
THE ANTHEM:

“Offertory”

John Ness Beck

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O
God, we give you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.
For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your
Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw
near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN: ELW 606

Our Father, We Have Wandered

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
Organ Voluntary:

Herzlich tut mich verlangen

Lionel Rogg
(b.1936)

Announcements
Our office is closed except by appointment due to the massive rise in case numbers in our county.
You can email or call us, and our mailbox is a safe place to drop things off. We will be open on
Friday’s between 9 am – 1 pm for pick-up and drop-off.
We plan to reopen for in person worship on Sunday, March 7th. We will keep you all updated via
email.
A daily devotional will be emailed to you daily. These are also available on Facebook.
Wednesdays at noon, Incarnation will be hosting a short devotional Bible study. Bible study will be
held over Zoom and the office will email out the link for the meeting each Wednesday morning.
Do you want to join Incarnation? If so, please contact the office at office@incarnationlutheran.com
so that we can gather your contact information and reach out to you.
Do you know any former members of Incarnations’ email addresses? We would love to send them
an invite to the 100th anniversary!
Prayer List
Current: The family of Gloria Cooper (Bonnie Huth,) The Family of Kiara Grissom, The Family of
Katherine Shephard (Mimi Fischer,) The Family of Barbara Valle (Marcy Coster-Schulz,) Carrie
Robinson, William Singletary, Steve Dotson, Sarah Sutton, all those caring for elderly parents, and
all those that are home bound.
Continuing: Jimmy and Ethel Albergotti, Ed Skinner, Lily Hoffman, Ivey Smith, Jesse, Emily
Prince, Emily Wright, Gary Todd, Linda Blazek, Maren Milbourne, Ann Ford, Jenny Gantt, The
Norton Family, The Family of Mary Thompson, and all those that are quarantined and suffering
from COVID-19.
Military: Michael Willhide, Mike Turner, (Mavis Turner's son), Hilary Compton, (Kim Yerrick’s
niece), Tyler Owens, (Kim Yerrick’s nephew).

From the 100th Anniversary Committee
Be on the lookout for a mailing coming soon to your mailbox! Despite the pandemic, the 100th
Anniversary Committee has been hard at work preparing to observe the 100th anniversary of
Incarnation in 2021. You will be receiving two items soon which we hope will find a place of honor
on your family refrigerator:
1) The 100th Monthly Challenge
2). 100 Things You Can Do to Honor Incarnation
These are designed to give us some fun, concrete, and meaningful ways both to give thanks and to give
back to our church and our community over the coming year. We hope you will participate and enjoy
them!
It’s February! Time to “Spread the Love”!
The 100th Anniversary Committee and our Youth’s Souper Bowl of Caring are combining forces to
“spread the love” to those in our community who are experiencing food insecurity in these long
pandemic days.
Harvest Hope is a “high need location” in our area, and we invite you to contribute 100 jars of
peanut butter and other additional non-perishable foods which we will deliver at the end of the
month.
We would also like to raise at least $100 in donations. The South Carolina Souper Bowl of Caring
will match every $6.00 we donate!
Food donations may be left at the church on Fridays between 9-1, and monetary donations may be
made anytime online through the ILC website.
Thanks for supporting our February challenge!

100th Anniversary Chrismon Tree Skirt Cross Stitch Project
Thank you ILC family! All cross-stitch kits have been picked up.
The Deadline for designs: no later than Sunday, April 7, 2021 (Easter Sunday)
The arranging of the completed designs and the making of the Chrismon Tree Skirt will then be in
very good and capable hands.

The LCY retreat registrations are available for the following events:

11th/12th grade retreat: http://scsynod.us/lcy1112wr
Middle school retreat (6th-8th): http://scsynod.us/lcymswr
9th/10th grade retreat: http://scsynod.us/lcy910wr
Once you have registered for a retreat, please contact Savannah at youth@incarnationlutheran.com.
Retreats are planned to be in-person but that is subject to change based on the current pandemic
situation. A refund will be issued if events do not involve overnight stays or meals.
Camp HUGG is scheduled for July 18-23. We have all intentions of having an in-person camp this
summer but that will depend on the current pandemic situation.

Online Giving!
We look forward to the day when we can worship
together as a family again, but until then, please
continue to support the mission of the church. You can
use this image below by scanning the QR Code with
your smart phone’s camera which will lead you to our
Website for Online Giving or look for our new Paypal
button on our Facebook page!

Financial Update - General Fund Contributions
Last Week
Month-to-Date
Year-to-Date

Actual
$2,851.42
$6,095.75
$23,334.14

Plan
$5,000.00
$15,000.00
$40,000.00

Difference
-$2,148.58
-$8,904.25
-$16,665.86

ALL SERVICES WILL BE LIVE-STREAMED ON FACEBOOK AND
AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Ash Wednesday: Feb 17, 2021 at 6pm on Facebook
Lent 1:

Sunday Feb.21st at 10am and
Wednesday Feb. 24th at 6:00 pm

Lent 2:

Sunday Feb.28th at 10am and
Wednesday Mar 3rd at 6:00 pm

Lent 2:

Sunday Mar. 7th at 10am and
Wednesday Mar. 10th at 6:00 pm

Lent 4:

Sunday Mar. 14th at 10am and
Wednesday Mar 17th at 6:00 pm

Lent 5:

Sunday Mar. 21st at 10am and
Wednesday Mar 24th at 6:00 pm

