
INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

☩ Second Sunday in Lent • March 5th, 2023 ☩ 
Worship Notes:  

• Our Lector for today is Leslie Skinner  • Our Crucifer for today is Jeff Shealy • We are in Setting 10 
of the ELW •  

 
PRELUDE             Schmucke dich, O liebe Seele        Johannes Brahms 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS               Please stand as able and face the back of the church. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us 
with the gift of grace. Amen. 
 
Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy.  
 
Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust 
your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than 
steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over 
compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive 
life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in Christ’s 
name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 358                                               Great God, Your Love Has Called Us  

RYBURN 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE: p.203 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as 
your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up 
your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
Please be seated. 

WORD 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a 

1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one 
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4aSo Abram 
went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 121         
 1I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
  from where is my | help to come? 
 2My help comes | from the LORD, 
  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
 3The LORD will not let your | foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 
 4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 
  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; R 
 5the LORD watches | over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 
 6the sun will not strike | you by day, 
  nor the | moon by night. 
 7The LORD will preserve you | from all evil 
  and will | keep your life. 
 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 
  from this time forth for- | evermore. R 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what 
does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something 
due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned 
as righteousness. 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings 
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 16For this reason it depends on faith, 
in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to 
the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of 
all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the 



God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do 
not exist. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW p.205b        

 
GOSPEL: John 3:1-17            Please stand as able. 
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can 
do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said 
to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a 
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of 
what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have 
told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, 
the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 
have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.          Please be seated. 
 
SERMON                                                                                                            Pastor Emily Willhide 
  
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 326           Bless Now, O God, the Journey 

LLANGLOFFAN 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED          Please stand as able.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes “Merciful God,” We respond: “receive our prayer.” 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation. 
 

ANTHEM            I Lift Up Mine Eyes to the Hills                 Phillip M. Young 
 
Please stand as able. 
OFFERTORY: ELW 884               Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

OLD HUNDREDTH 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your 
very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING: p.144 

 



PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: p.207

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the table of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
Please be seated. 
 
COMMUNION  - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus 
invites us all to the table. The communion cups are in trays at the front of the church. There are 
discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers. 
 
 
 



 
LAMB OF GOD: p.208 

 
COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 769                            If You But Trust in God to Guide You 

WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 515                                 Break Now the Bread of Life 

BREAD OF LIFE 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION         Please stand as able. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

BLESSING 
God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW 638                                  Blessed Assurance 

ASSURANCE 
 

DISMISSAL: 
Go in peace. Serve in love. Thanks be to God. 
   
POSTLUDE          If thou but trust in God to Guide Thee         Johann Walther 
 
   Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for coffee hour after worship.  
 
 
 


