
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
WELCOME TO INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are a congregation of the South Carolina Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

This is Christ's church. 
There is a place for you here. 

 
We are a church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you 
as a whole personal, regardless of race, gender, orientation, ability or disability, socioeconomic status, or 
citizenship. We affirm that all people are beloved children of God and created in the image of God. Join us as 
we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world. 
 
WORSHIP 
• We gather to worship God in community because we believe that in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ 

all things are made new, including us, and that God has brought us together for a purpose. 
• Our worship language is drawn from scripture, and you may recognize many parts of it from your Bible.   
• The worship bulletin includes our order of worship and will direct you to hymns/songs (located in our red 

hymnal), or to different parts of the liturgy (in the front half of the ELW). If you’re not sure what something 
means, please ask a neighbor or an usher.  

• During worship, there are directions to be seated or to stand as able. Please do what you are able and what 
makes you comfortable. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us all to the table. The 
Ushers will direct you to the front of the church to receive communion. Please take an empty communion glass 
from the trays at the front of the church. The innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those 
who prefer juice to wine. There are discard trays by the side aisles. Gluten free wafers are also available. 
Children are welcome to participate when they and their families think they are ready, and after a conversation 
with the pastor. If you are unable to come forward, please indicate that to the Ushers, and the Pastor will bring 
communion to you in your pew. 
 
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN WORSHIP! 
The whole church is blessed by the presence of children in worship, wiggle and all. They will learn to 
participate in church by watching you and the congregation as we stand, sit, pray, and sing together. Coloring 
pages, crayons, Quiet Mazes, and activity bags are available in the narthex to help them if they get a little 
restless. There is also a nursery located in our educational building next door, staffed with two qualified 
caregivers.  
 
RESTROOMS 
As you face the altar, the men’s restrooms are through the door on the right side and down the hall. The 
women’s restroom and an accessible family restroom are through the door on the left side. A diaper changing 
station is available in the family restroom. 
 
LIVESTREAM 
Worship is live-streamed on Facebook and can be found on Incarnation’s Facebook page. A link is also 
available on our website: incarnationlutheran.com 
 
ASSISTIVE LISTENING IS AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX 
Please ask the Ushers for help if you have difficulty either in locating the devices or using them.  

Welcome to Worship 

http://incarnationlutheran.com/


INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

☩ Second Sunday in Easter • April 27th, 2025 ☩ 

Worship Notes:  • Our Lector for today is Russ Rushe • Our Crucifer for today is Teresa Boykin • Our 

Worship Assistant is Sabra Custer • Our Guest Preacher is Brandy Schneck • Our Organist and Choir 

Director is Janet Marks • The flowers on the altar are given by Susan Burris in memory and in honor of her 

mother, Mitsuko Pridgen • 

 

VOLUNTARY    Freu dich sehr, o meine Seele (Rejoice Greatly, O My Soul)         Johann Pachelbel 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM                                 Please stand as able and face the back of the church. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
 

In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen. 
 
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us give thanks for 
the gifts of baptism. 
 
Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your own, that 
restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name. Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and give new life to 
beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own 
making. Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one. 
 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers and give a voice 
in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s 
power. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one. 
 
Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these waters that give us 
our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 361                                                                               The Day of Resurrection 

                                                                                                                                                                                              ELLACOMBE 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE: s147 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: s149 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. By 
your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                               Please be seated. 

WORD 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 5:27-32 
27 When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high priest 
questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have 
filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29 But 
Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30 The God of 



our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his 
right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And 
we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 150:1-6 

 

 
1Hallelujah! Praise God in his | holy temple;* 
praise him in the firmament | of his power. 
2Praise him for his | mighty acts;* 
praise him for his ex- | cellent greatness. 
3Praise him with the blast | of the ram’s horn;* 
praise him with | lyre and harp. 
4Praise him with tim- | brel and dance;* 
praise him with | strings and pipe. R. 
5Praise him with re- | sounding cymbals;* 
praise him with loud- | clanging cymbals. 
6Let everything | that has breath* 
praise the Lord. | Hallelujah! R. 
 
SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4-8 
4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and 
who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us 
and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and 
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will 
wail. So it is to be. Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 151a        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL: John 20:19-31                                            Please stand as able. 
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But 
Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.          
                                                                                                                                                                Please be seated. 
SERMON                                                                                                                             Brandy Schneck, M. Div 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 635                                                We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     SHANTI 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                              
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes “Hear us, O God.” We respond: “Your mercy is great.” 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

 
The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation for those not using online giving.                                                                                                                                                         

 



ANTHEM:                                             “Alleluia! Christ Is Risen”                                            Charles Kkyriakos 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN: ELW 886 (verses 1 & 6)                                     Oh, For A Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 AZMON  

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring. Come 
among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen 
body in the world. Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into 
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, 
water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of 
life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the 
cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and 
deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who 
call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

BLESSING 

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, light your way 
with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen. 
 
 



SENDING HYMN: ELW 393                                           A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! 
                                                                                                                                                                           LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
   
VOLUNTARY                  Psalm 19 The Heavens Declare                             Benedetto Marcello 

 
 

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee time.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

(Answers will be posted on Facebook and put in the e-news Tuesday) 

  



 

  



Little Free Pantry 

In May of this year the Little Free Pantry will be 4 years old. It continues to be well used by members of 

our community in need of food. The Pantry is restocked about 3-4 times per week by 4 permanent 

volunteers and several who fill in as needed. 

You may be interested to learn that when restocking the Little Food Pantry, we find coins, clothing 

(some clean, some not), books, and notes of thanks. One note was from someone named Samuel. He 

thanked us for the food and asked us to pray for him as he struggled on his journey. This reminds us of 

why we have the Little Free Pantry. The note is hanging on the bulletin board in the hallway outside the 

Fellowship Hall if you would like to read it. 

The following food items are always needed for the Little Free Pantry: 

· Cereal - boxed, warm - oatmeal or grits 

· Fruit - canned or in squeeze container, individual or larger size 

· Beverages - non-refrigerated milk, water, juice, tea bags, coffee 

· Condiments - sugar, flour, salt, pepper, mustard, ketchup, mayo, jams and jelly, tomato sauce 

· Peanut Butter or other nut butter 

· Carbohydrates - crackers, bread, rice, noodles, instant potatoes, mac and cheese, spaghetti or other 

types of pasta 

· Canned Meals - soup. ravioli, Spaghetti-Os, Chili, Beef Stew, Baked Beans 

· Canned Vegetables and Beans 

· Snacks = PB crackers, granola bars, cookies, nuts, dried fruit, cookies, candy 

· Toiletry items - toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, lotion, feminine products,  

· Baby Items - formula, baby food, diapers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


