INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH

☩ Second Sunday after Epiphany ☩
January 17, 2021
Online Service

GATHERING
VOLUNTARY
Hymn Prelude on "This Little Light of Mine”

Benjamin Righetti

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 677

This Little Light of Mine

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Holy God,
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts are
burdened by sin. Our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to
follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and
its resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done
and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your
divine mercy.
Amen.
How vast is God’s grace!
Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness,
we are called to be the beloved community
living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
GLORY TO GOD: p. 167

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and
benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more
nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
CHILDREN’S TIME
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10
1Now

the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread.
2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down
in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of
the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here
I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down
again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli,
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now
Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to
him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I
am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the L ORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to
Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, L ORD, for your servant is
listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said,
“Speak, for your servant is listening
After the Reading: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1Lord, you have searched me out;
O Lord, you have known me.
2You know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
3You trace my journeys and my resting-places
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,
but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
5You encompass me, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
13For you yourself created my inmost parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14I will thank you because I am marvelously made;
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
15My body was not hidden from you,

while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth.
16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your book;
my days were fashioned before they came to be.
17How deep I find your thoughts, O God!
How great is the sum of them!
18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
12“All

things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but I
will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and
God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and
the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 15Do you not
know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and
make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a
prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone
united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits
is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you not know that your
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your
own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.
After the Reading: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: p. 171a

GOSPEL READING: John 1:43-51
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
43The

next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him,
“We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph
from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to
him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is
truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know
me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied,

“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe
because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And
he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending
and descending upon the Son of Man.”
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 798

Pastor Emily Willhide
Will You Come and Follow Me?

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes “Let us pray.” We respond: Have mercy, O God.
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and
all people in need.
For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all servants of the gospel, that
following Jesus, the church lives out its calling every day, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and for all that God has marvelously made,
that we serve as wise stewards of Earth, our home, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and paralegals, for peacekeepers and military
personnel, and for the leaders of governments, that they provide protection to all people, especially
the most vulnerable, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and for those who are
imprisoned or homebound (especially), that God console all who suffer, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For our neighborhood, for visitors joining us for the first time or returning, and for those absent
from our assembly, that all who seek to know God are nourished by word and sacrament, let us
pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us (especially Antony and Pachomius, renewers of
the church), that their lives give us a vision of the gospel in action, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERTORY:

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

John A Behnke

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O
God,
we give you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.
For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your
Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw
near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN: ELW 706

The People Walk

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
VOLUNTARY

Helft mir Gottes Gute preisen

Johann Bernhard Bach
(1676-1749)

Worship Note
Our worship setting for today is Setting 6 of the ELW
Cantor for the Day: Janet Hoffman

Announcements
Our office is closed except by appointment due to the massive rise in case numbers in our county.
You can email or call us, and our mailbox is a safe place to drop things off. We will be open on
Friday’s between 9 am – 1 pm for pick-up and drop-off.
Faith Formation will be having an interest meeting via Zoom on Sunday, January 17th at 12:30 via
Zoom. A link will be emailed to you.
Worship and Music Committee will meet on this Sunday, January 17th at 12:00 via Zoom.
Epiphany meeting will be on February 7th. We anticipate that meeting will be via Zoom. Details to
come.
Scout Sunday is February 21st.
Self-directed Worship is suspended but will be revamped to an online offering.
Wednesdays at noon, Incarnation will be hosting a short devotional Bible study. Bible study will be
held over Zoom and the office will email out the link for the meeting each Wednesday morning.
Do you want to join Incarnation? If so, please contact the office at office@incarnationlutheran.com
so that we can gather your contact information and reach out to you.
Do you know any former members of Incarnations’ email addresses? We would love to send them
an invite to the 100th anniversary!
Prayer List
Current: Steve Dotson, Bill Ashe, Sarah Sutton, Mady Smith, The Family of Grace Garber, Ed
Skinner, Lily Hoffman, Ivey Smith, Diane Smith, Sam Hall, The Norton Family, The Family of
Carrie Brown, The Family of Debbie Campbell, all those caring for elderly parents, and all those that
are home bound.

Continuing: Jesse, Emily Prince, Emily Wright, Gary Todd, Linda Blazek, Maren Milbourne, Ann
Ford, Judy Moody, Jenny Gantt, and The Family of Mary Thompson,.
Military: Michael Willhide, Mike Turner, (Mavis Turner's son), Hilary Compton, (Kim Yerrick’s
niece), Tyler Owens, (Kim Yerrick’s nephew).

From the 100th Anniversary Committee
Be on the lookout for a mailing coming soon to your mailbox! Despite the pandemic, the 100th
Anniversary Committee has been hard at work preparing to observe the 100th anniversary of
Incarnation in 2021. You will be receiving two items soon which we hope will find a place of honor
on your family refrigerator:
1) The 100th Monthly Challenge
2). 100 Things You Can Do to Honor Incarnation
These are designed to give us some fun, concrete, and meaningful ways both to give thanks and to give
back to our church and our community over the coming year. We hope you will participate and enjoy
them!
January is Water Month!
January marks the month when we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus. As the first item in our “100th
Monthly Challenge,” the Anniversary Committee is asking members to collect:
1) At least 100 bottles of water to donate to Harvest Hope
2) At least $100 toward building a well in Africa through the ELCA Good Gifts program
ILC Fun Facts
Two women really should receive a lot of the credit as principal “founders” of Incarnation. As
Lutherans started to move away from the downtown area, two women, Hannah Elmgren and Elsie
Holler, began a persistent phone tree campaign to convince Lutherans moving into Shandon to start
a new church.
A little good-natured interdenominational rivalry apparently spurred the formation of Incarnation.
The reason these women reportedly got busy on the phone was because they became concerned that
their children were joining youth groups with their friends at Shandon Presbyterian and Shandon
Methodist and might not remain Lutheran!

Online Giving!
We look forward to the day when we can worship
together as a family again, but until then, please
continue to support the mission of the church. You can
use this image below by scanning the QR Code with
your smart phone’s camera which will lead you to our
Website for Online Giving or look for our new Paypal
button on our Facebook page!

Construction of the original ILC in 1920!

MUSIC NOTES
Have you ever heard of Ethel Smith? How about Sam Paglia? Well, these are just two names
associated with Jazz organ performance. Our prelude this morning is a setting of the popular
children’s hymn “This Little Light of Mine” arranged in a “Swing” style that was first developed in
the United States during the 1930s and then became increasingly popular during the WWII era. This
contemporary setting by Benjamin Righetti is in a typical ABA form with the opening melody being
heard and slightly altered (A) and then repeated again following a contrasting section (B).
If you notice a “popular” music theme today, then you are correct! It is refreshing to occasionally
have a change of genre, right? Setting Six from the ELW is composed in a semi-Gospel style. You
will hear some elaborate harmonies coming from the piano during the “Glory to God” as well as
during the “Gospel Acclamation.”
Keeping with our contemporary theme, John Behnke’s arrangement of the hymntune “Houston” or
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light,” is set as typical ¾ time Waltz. There is a musical pun
here if you look closely at the text of the hymn. It speaks of the disciple following Christ - “I want
to follow Jesus.” When one dances a traditional Waltz or other ballroom dance, the partner must
follow the leader matching step for step. The happy, lilting quality of the music with the tune heard
in the soprano voice just makes you want to put on your dancing shoes!
Our Sending hymn “The People Walk” is one of a growing body of multicultural hymns embraced
by the Lutheran Church as well as Roman Catholic and other mainstream Protestant
denominations. Juan A. Espinosa, a Spaniard, composed the tune and text. “I had an intense desire,”
he says, “to give Christian communities (predominately Hispanic in this meaning) songs that
would resonate with the new liturgy, songs for celebrating the presence of Jesus resurrected in the
context of the people of God.”
The concluding voluntary returns to the Baroque Lutheran roots with a setting of “Helft mir Gottes
Gute preisen” or “Help me praise God’s goodness.” The tune was first composed by Paul Eber (c.
1580). Johann Sebastian Bach used the tune in his BWV 419 chorale. The setting heard today was
composed by another Bach - Johann Bernhard Bach (1676-1749) who was a cousin to the more
famous J.S. Bach. The two men were both very fond of one another and were both godfathers to
each other’s children. This composition is a traditional “bicinium” or two-voice composition. The
left hand plays a more florid bass line, like a viol da gamba or string bass, while the right hand solos
the Lutheran chorale in longer held notes.
-Dr. Patrick Hawkins, Music Director

