
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
WELCOME TO INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are a congregation of the South Carolina Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

This is Christ's church. 
There is a place for you here. 

 
We are a church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you 
as a whole person, regardless of race, gender, orientation, ability or disability, socioeconomic status, or 
citizenship. We affirm that all people are beloved children of God and created in the image of God. Join us as 
we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world. 
 
WORSHIP 
• We gather to worship God in community because we believe that in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ 

all things are made new, including us, and that God has brought us together for a purpose. 
• Our worship language is drawn from scripture, and you may recognize many parts of it from your Bible.   
• The worship bulletin includes our order of worship and will direct you to hymns/songs (located in our red 

hymnal), or to different parts of the liturgy (in the front half of the ELW). If you’re not sure what something 
means, please ask a neighbor or an usher.  

• During worship, there are directions to be seated or to stand as able. Please do what you are able and what 
makes you comfortable. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us all to the table. The 
Ushers will direct you to the front of the church to receive communion. Please take an empty communion glass 
from the trays at the front of the church. The innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those 
who prefer juice to wine. There are discard trays by the side aisles. Gluten free wafers are also available. 
Children are welcome to participate when they and their families think they are ready, and after a conversation 
with the pastor. If you are unable to come forward, please indicate that to the Ushers, and the Pastor will bring 
communion to you in your pew. 
 
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN WORSHIP! 
The whole church is blessed by the presence of children in worship, wiggle and all. They will learn to 
participate in church by watching you and the congregation as we stand, sit, pray, and sing together. Coloring 
pages, crayons, Quiet Mazes, and activity bags are available in the narthex to help them if they get a little 
restless. There is also a nursery located in our educational building next door, staffed with two qualified 
caregivers.  
 
RESTROOMS 
As you face the altar, the men’s restrooms are through the door on the right side and down the hall. The 
women’s restroom and an accessible family restroom are through the door on the left side. A diaper changing 
station is available in the family restroom. 
 
LIVESTREAM 
Worship is live-streamed on Facebook and can be found on Incarnation’s Facebook page. A link is also 
available on our website: incarnationlutheran.com 
 
ASSISTIVE LISTENING IS AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX 
Please ask the Ushers for help if you have difficulty either in locating the devices or using them.  

Welcome to Worship 

http://incarnationlutheran.com/


INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

☩ Ninth Sunday after Pentecost • August 10th, 2025 ☩ 

Worship Notes:  • Our Lector Mimi Fisher • Our Crucifer is Jeff Shealy • Our Worship Assistant is Sabra 

Custer • Flowers on the altar are given by the Seal family in honor of the teachers and students going back 

to school • 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                                              Allegro in G Major                                      William Herschel   
                                                                                              
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                            Please stand as able and face the back of the church. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all 
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 436                                                                Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying  

                                                                                                                                                                              WACHET AUF 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE: s138 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: s149 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts 
to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.                                                                           Please be seated. 

 
WORD 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6 
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your 
shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I 
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given 
me no offspring, so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the word of the LORD came to him, 
“This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him 
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said 
to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, and the LORD reckoned it to him as 
righteousness. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 33:12-22                                                                                                                         Read responsively 

  12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! 
  Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage! 
 13 The LORD looks down from heaven, 
  and sees all humankind. 
 14 God sits firmly enthroned and watches 
  all who dwell on the earth. 



 15 God fashions all their hearts 
  and observes all their deeds.  
 16 A king is not saved by the size of the army, 
  nor are warriors rescued by their great strength. 
 17 The horse gives vain hope for victory; 
  despite its great strength it cannot save. 
 18 Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, 
  upon those who wait for your steadfast love, 
 19 to deliver their lives from death, 
  and to keep them alive in time of famine.  
 20 Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, 
  our helper and our shield. 
 21 Surely, our heart rejoices in you, 
  for in your holy name we put our trust. 
 22 Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, 
  even as we place our hope in you. 
  
SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
     1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our 
ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, 
so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
 
  8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he stayed for a time in the land he 
had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him 
of the same promise. 10 For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and 
builder is God. 11 By faith, with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of procreation, even though he 
was too old, because he considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, and 
this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable 
grains of sand by the seashore.” 
  13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and 
greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14 for people who 
speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of the land 
that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better 
homeland, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 
prepared a city for them. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 142a        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40                                       Please stand as able. 
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an 
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also. 
 
  35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are waiting for their master to 
return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and 
knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will 
fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the 
middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
  39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would 
not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour 
you do not expect.” 
 
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                              Please be seated. 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                                 Pastor Emily Willhide 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 808                                     Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 

                                                                                                                                                            LES PETITES SOEURS 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                              

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes “God of grace.” We respond: “Hear our prayer.” 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation for those not using online giving. 
 

ANTHEM: ELW 733                          Great Is Thy Faithfulness                                                                 Choir 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN: ELW 184                                       Let the Vineyards be Fruitful     
 

 
 



OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us 
at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING: s144a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: s144b 

 
 
 
 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. Thanks be to God.                                                                                                                                                    

 Please be seated. 
COMMUNION - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us 
all to the table. Please take an empty communion glass from the trays at the front of the church. The 
innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those who prefer juice to wine. There are 
discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers. 
 
LAMB OF GOD: s146 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMNS: ELW 771                                             God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens 
 HOLY MANNA 

                                    
                                            ELW 488                                                         Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness  

  SCHMÜCKE DICH 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

BLESSING 
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the life of the 

Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW 796                                                    How Firm a Foundation  
                                                                                                                                                                                           FOUNDATION 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. God is with you. Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE: Improvisation: "Look toward Heaven and count the stars"                    Matthew Whitehouse                       
  
 

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee time. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


