
INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

☩ Fourth Sunday in Easter • April 21st 2024 ☩ 

Worship Notes:  • Our Lector for today is Leslie Skinner • Our Crucifer for today is Teresa Boykin • 

We are in Setting 9 of the ELW •  

 

VOLUNTARY                 Te Deum                                        Russel Schult-Widmar 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM                    Please stand as able and face the back of the church. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose 
speaking we are given new life. Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported as citizens 
of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. Holy God, holy and merciful, holy 
and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you 
have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters 
our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew. Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for 
rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture 
both crops and creatures. Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the 
Spirit of the new creation. 
 
Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to your 
resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
 
Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, bring 
refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 
We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 362        (verses 1, 6, 7, and 8)         At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

                                                                                                                                                             SONNE DER GERECHTIGKEIT  
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE: ELW p.193 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: p.196                                                                          Congregation sings refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
     Refrain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. 
Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.                                                                                                                                     Please be seated. 
                                                                            WORD 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12 
 

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they 
had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did 



you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 
elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and 
are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of 
Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is ‘the stone that 
was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ 12There is salvation in no one 
else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 23 

 
1The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2He makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. R. 
 3He revives my soul, 
  and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. R 
 5You spread a table before me in the presence those who trouble me; 
  you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. R 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down 
our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and 
sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 18Little children, let us love, not in word or 
speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 
reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our 
hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness 
before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments 
and do what pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his 
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, 
by the Spirit that he has given us. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: p.198 
 



 

GOSPEL: John 10: 11-18                                 Please stand as able. 

Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The 
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired 
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I 
know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I 
lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this 
reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
 
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.          Please be seated. 
  
SERMON                                                                                                            Pastor Emily Willhide  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 778                                The Lord’s My Shepherd  

BROTHER JAMES’ AIR 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED          Please stand as able.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes “God of grace.” We respond: “Hear our prayer.” 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

MEAL 

The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation for those not using online giving 



OFFERTORY:   “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us          William Bradley Roberts 
                                                                                                                                      
OFFERING PRAYER Please stand as able. 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your 
abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING: p.199 

 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: p.200 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at God’s table. 
Thanks be to God.                                                                                                          Please be seated. 
                                                                                                                                                
COMMUNION  - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus 
invites us all to the table. Please take an empty communion glass from the trays at the front of the 
church. The innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those who prefer juice to 
wine. There are discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers. 
 
LAMB OF GOD: p.201 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 484                            You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 
                                                                                                                                                                                       BICENTENNIAL 



 

COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 764                                             Have No Fear, Little Flock 
             LITTLE FLOCK 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION         Please stand as able. 
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. Send us 
forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend.  
Amen. 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless 
you now and always.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW 389                                                             Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing 

TRURO 
 

DISMISSAL: 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
   
POSTLUDE                                         Christ is Arisen                                      Johann Seb. Bach 
 
 

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee time.  
Please remember to bring donations for the little food pantry and leave in the gray box in the hall. 

 

 

  

Our Ministry Staff contacts are: 

Rev. Emily Willhide...................................................pastoremily@incarnationlutheran.com 

Dr. Patrick Hawkins; Dir. of Music & Organist.............music@incarnationlutheran.com 

Kimi Dail; Faith Formation Coordinator..........................youth@incarnationlutheran.com 

Teresa Boykin; CDC Director................................................cdc@incarnationlutheran.com 

Bonnie McDaniel; Parish Administrator……………....…....office@incarnationlutheran.com 

Beth Sheedy; Seminarian.................................................office@incarnationlutheran.com 

 
 
 

Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m. 
(10 a.m. Worship is also live streamed on Facebook.) 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
3005 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29205 

Office: 803-256-2381 
CDC: 803-256-7456 

www.incarnationlutheran.com 
www.facebook.com/IncarnationLutheranChurch 

http://www.facebook.com/IncarnationLutheranChurch

