
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
WELCOME TO INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are a congregation of the South Carolina Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

This is Christ's church. 
There is a place for you here. 

 
We are a church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you 
as a whole person, regardless of race, gender, orientation, ability or disability, socioeconomic status, or 
citizenship. We affirm that all people are beloved children of God and created in the image of God. Join us as 
we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world. 
 
WORSHIP 
• We gather to worship God in community because we believe that in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ 

all things are made new, including us, and that God has brought us together for a purpose. 
• Our worship language is drawn from scripture, and you may recognize many parts of it from your Bible.   
• The worship bulletin includes our order of worship and will direct you to hymns/songs (located in our red 

hymnal), or to different parts of the liturgy (in the front half of the ELW). If you’re not sure what something 
means, please ask a neighbor or an usher.  

• During worship, there are directions to be seated or to stand as able. Please do what you are able and what 
makes you comfortable. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us all to the table. The 
Ushers will direct you to the front of the church to receive communion. Please take an empty communion glass 
from the trays at the front of the church. The innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those 
who prefer juice to wine. There are discard trays by the side aisles. Gluten free wafers are also available. 
Children are welcome to participate when they and their families think they are ready, and after a conversation 
with the pastor. If you are unable to come forward, please indicate that to the Ushers, and the Pastor will bring 
communion to you in your pew. 
 
CHILDREN  ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN WORSHIP! 
The whole church is blessed by the presence of children in worship, wiggle and all. They will learn to 
participate in church by watching you and the congregation as we stand, sit, pray, and sing together. Coloring 
pages, crayons, Quiet Mazes, and activity bags are available in the narthex to help them if they get a little 
restless. There is also a nursery located in our educational building next door, staffed with two qualified 
caregivers.  
 
RESTROOMS 
As you face the altar, the men’s restrooms are through the door on the right side and down the hall. The 
women’s restroom and an accessible family restroom are through the door on the left side. A diaper changing 
station is available in the family restroom. 
 
LIVESTREAM 
Worship is live-streamed on Facebook and can be found on Incarnation’s Facebook page. A link is also 
available on our website: incarnationlutheran.com 
 
ASSISTIVE LISTENING IS AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX 
Please ask the Ushers for help if you have difficulty either in locating the devices or using them.  

Welcome to Worship 

http://incarnationlutheran.com/


INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

☩ Fourth Sunday of Advent • December 21st, 2025 ☩ 

Worship Notes:  • We are in setting 4 of the ELW • Our Lector is Maureen O’Neill • Our Crucifer is Amy 

Kehl • Our Worship Assistant is Maggie Murdock • Flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and 

in honor of the Baptism of Amelia Kay Rushe given by Russell and Kay Rushe • 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRELUDE                                                Meditation on "All Earth is Hopeful"               Matthew Whitehouse                                            

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                            Please stand as able and face the back of the church. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure. 
Amen. 
         
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can 
provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We 
become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and 
teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken 
us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen. 
 

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ You are freed and 
forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 248                                                                                             People, Look East 

                                    BESANÇON 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: ELW 240 (verses 1-4)                       Light One Candle 

  TIF IN VELDELE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you.   



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the 
sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
WORD 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 
 10 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear 
then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore 
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall 
name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before 
whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19                                                                                                                   Read responsively 

 1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3 Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 4 O LORD God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  
 5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 17 Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
 18 And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 19 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  

 
SECOND READING: James 1:1-7 
      1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who 
was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom 
we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for 
the sake of his name, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 



  7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: s151        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25                                                 Please stand as able. 
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her 
quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth 
to a son, and he named him Jesus. 
 
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                              Please be seated. 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                                 Pastor Emily Willhide 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 266                                                                                          All Earth Is Hopeful 

 TODA LA TIERRA 

BAPTISM OF AMELIA KAY RUSHE p.227 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN: ELW 751                                                                                                            O Lord, Hear My Prayer 
 HEAR MY PRAYER 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes “God of grace.” We respond: “Hear our prayer.” 
 
HYMN: ELW 751                                                                                                            O Lord, Hear My Prayer 

 HEAR MY PRAYER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation for those not using online giving. 
 

 

 

 

 



ANTHEM:                                           “E’en So Lord Jesus Quickly Come”                                                 Choir 

Peace be to you and grace from Him 
Who freed us from our sins, 
Who loved us all and shed his blood 
That we might saved be. 
 
Sing Holy to our Lord, 
The Lord, Almighty God, 
Who was and is and is to come; 
Sing Holy, Holy, Lord! 
 
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, 
For Christ is coming, is coming soon, 
For Christ is coming soon! 
 
E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, 
And night shall be no more; 
They need no light nor lamp nor sun, 
For Christ will be their All! 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN: ELW 257 (verses 7 & 8)            O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

  VENI, EMMANUEL 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy 
our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING: s152 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: s153 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. Thanks be to God.                                                                                                                                               

      Please be seated. 
COMMUNION - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us 
all to the table. Please take an empty communion glass from the trays at the front of the church. The 
innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those who prefer juice to wine. There are 
discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD: s154 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION MEDITATION: Improvisation on "Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming"  

Matthew Whitehouse  

                                             
COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 272                                                                     Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming 
                   ES IST EIN ROS 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast, 
welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

 
SENDING 

BLESSING 

May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, peace in 
the darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW 267                                                                  Joy to the World 

         ANTIOCH 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE:                                           Improvisation on "Veni Emmanuel"               Matthew Whitehouse 

 
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee time. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


