
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
WELCOME TO INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are a congregation of the South Carolina Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

This is Christ's church. 
There is a place for you here. 

 
We are a church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you 
as a whole personal, regardless of race, gender, orientation, ability or disability, socioeconomic status, or 
citizenship. We affirm that all people are beloved children of God and created in the image of God. Join us as 
we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world. 
 
WORSHIP 
• We gather to worship God in community because we believe that in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ 

all things are made new, including us, and that God has brought us together for a purpose. 
• Our worship language is drawn from scripture, and you may recognize many parts of it from your Bible.   
• The worship bulletin includes our order of worship and will direct you to hymns/songs (located in our red 

hymnal), or to different parts of the liturgy (in the front half of the ELW). If you’re not sure what something 
means, please ask a neighbor or an usher.  

• During worship, there are directions to be seated or to stand as able. Please do what you are able and what 
makes you comfortable. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us all to the table. The 
Ushers will direct you to the front of the church to receive communion. Please take an empty communion glass 
from the trays at the front of the church. The innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those 
who prefer juice to wine. There are discard trays by the side aisles. Gluten free wafers are also available. 
Children are welcome to participate when they and their families think they are ready, and after a conversation 
with the pastor. If you are unable to come forward, please indicate that to the Ushers, and the Pastor will bring 
communion to you in your pew. 
 
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN WORSHIP! 
The whole church is blessed by the presence of children in worship, wiggle and all. They will learn to 
participate in church by watching you and the congregation as we stand, sit, pray, and sing together. Coloring 
pages, crayons, Quiet Mazes, and activity bags are available in the narthex to help them if they get a little 
restless. There is also a nursery located in our educational building next door, staffed with two qualified 
caregivers.  
 
RESTROOMS 
As you face the altar, the men’s restrooms are through the door on the right side and down the hall. The 
women’s restroom and an accessible family restroom are through the door on the left side. A diaper changing 
station is available in the family restroom. 
 
LIVESTREAM 
Worship is live-streamed on Facebook and can be found on Incarnation’s Facebook page. A link is also 
available on our website: incarnationlutheran.com 
 
ASSISTIVE LISTENING IS AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX 
Please ask the Ushers for help if you have difficulty either in locating the devices or using them.  

Welcome to Worship 

http://incarnationlutheran.com/


INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

☩ Fourth Sunday in Easter • May 11th, 2025 ☩ 

Worship Notes:  • Our Lector is Mary Kehl • Our Crucifer is Jeff Shealy • Our Worship Assistant is 

Maggie Murdock • Our Organist and Choir Director is Janet Marks • Flowers on the altar are given by Jeff 

and Nora Shealy in honor of their anniversary • 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRELUDE   Aus Meines Herzens Grunde (My Inmost Heart Now Raises)     Johann Gottfried Walther 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM                                 Please stand as able and face the back of the church. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
 

In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen. 
 
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us give thanks for 
the gifts of baptism. Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people 
your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name. Baptized into you, 
O Living One, make us one as you are one. 
 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and give new life to 
beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own 
making. Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one. 
 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers and give a voice 
in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s 
power. Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one. 
 
Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these waters that give us 
our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 619 (verses 1, 4, 5, & 8)                             I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

                                                                                                                                                                                           DUKE STREET 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE: s138 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: s149 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of 
the sheep. By your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do 
your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.                                                                                                                                        Please be seated. 

WORD 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43 
36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was 
devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she became ill and died. When they had 
washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard 
that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So 
Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the 
widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while 
she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to 
the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave 



her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42 This 
became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for 
some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 23 ELW 778                                                                                                      The Lord’s My Shepherd    

BROTHER JAMES’ AIR 

SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from 
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, 
with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our 
God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they 
come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who 
have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within 
his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16 They will hunger no more, and 
thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17 for the Lamb at the center of the 
throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes.” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 142a        

 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 10:22-30                                            Please stand as able. 
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, 
“How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I 
have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you 
do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and 
they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my 



hand. 29 What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the 
Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.” 
 
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.          
                                                                                                                                                                Please be seated. 
SERMON                                                                                                                                 Pastor Emily Willhide 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW  576                                                We All Are One in Mission 
                                                                                                                                                                                               KOURTANE 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                              

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes “Hear us, O God.” We respond: “Your mercy is great.” 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

 
The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation for those not using online giving. 

 

ANTHEM:                                               O Bread of Life From Heaven                                 David Ashley White 

 
O Bread of Life from heaven, 
To saints and angels given; 
O manna from above! 
The souls that hunger, feed Thou, 
The hearts that seek Thee, lead Thou, 
With Thy sweet, tender love. 
 
 
O Bread of Life from heaven, 
To saints and angels given; 
O manna from above! 
The souls that hunger, feed Thou, 
The hearts that seek Thee, lead Thou, 
With Thy sweet, tender love. 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN: ELW 884            Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow 

Old Hundredth 

O Bread of Life from heaven, 
To saints and angels given; 
O manna from above! 
 



OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts. Come among us 
again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the 
world. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING: s144a 

 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: s144b 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. Thanks be to God.                                                                                                                                                     

 Please be seated. 
COMMUNION - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us 
all to the table. Please take an empty communion glass from the trays at the front of the church. The 
innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those who prefer juice to wine. There are 
discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers. 
 
LAMB OF GOD: s146 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS:         ELW 780                                                                          Shepherd Me, O God 

SHEPHERD ME 
                                             

                                                    ELW 481                                                                               Come to The Table 
COME TO THE TABLE 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing 
of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
 

BLESSING 

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, light your way 
with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW 551                                   The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 
                                                                                                                                                                                       CHESTERFIELD 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
   
VOLUNTARY                                Darwall’s 148th                                                Charles Callahan 

 
 

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

  



 


