INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH

☩ First Sunday in Lent ☩
February 21st, 2021
Online Service

GATHERING
OPENING VOLUNTARY

Incarnation Ringers

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
UPDATE FROM TROOP 8
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 321

John Sawicki
Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of
compassion.
Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE: p. 213

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness
of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy
angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
CHILDREN’S TIME
FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17
8God

said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you
and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood,
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future
generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and
the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember
my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the
earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and
all flesh that is on the earth.”
After the Reading: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 25 :1-10
1To

you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
5Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O L ORD.
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

10All

your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22
18Christ

also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made
a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons,
were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal
of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities,
and powers made subject to him.
After the Reading: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: p. 160

GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:9-15
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.
9In

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending
like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am
well pleased.” 12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on
him. 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.”
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Emily Willhide

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 517

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes “Let us pray.” We respond: Have mercy, O God.
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church throughout the
world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good news of your
salvation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures from
destruction. Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and science educators. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders in our
community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing dangerous
lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all who suffer. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal identity
and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s ministries of care
and concern. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for all those who
have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

THE ANTHEM:

“Introit for Lent”

Orlando Gibbons
(1583-1625)

Drop, drop slow tears, And bathe those beauteous feet,
Which brought from heaven the news and Prince of peace.
Cease not, wet eyes, His mercies to entreat;
To cry for vengeance, Sin doth never cease.
In your deep floods, Drown all my faults and fears;
Nor let his eye see in, But through my tears.
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O
God, we give you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.
For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your
Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw
near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN: ELW 325

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
VOLUNTARY

Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinen wort

Johann Pachelbel
(1653-1706)

Worship Note
Our Cantor for the day is Emma Schwertfuehrer

Announcements
Our office is closed except by appointment due to the massive rise in case numbers in our county.
You can email or call us, and our mailbox is a safe place to drop things off. We will be open on
Friday’s between 9 am – 1 pm for pick-up and drop-off.
100th Anniversary Meeting will be Sunday, February 21st at 2 p.m. via Zoom.
Self-directed Worship is suspended but a weekly devotional will be included in our E-Blast’s.
Wednesdays at noon, Incarnation will be hosting a short devotional Bible study. Bible study will be
held over Zoom and the office will email out the link for the meeting each Wednesday morning.
Do you want to join Incarnation? If so, please contact the office at office@incarnationlutheran.com
so that we can gather your contact information and reach out to you.
Do you know any former members of Incarnations’ email addresses? We would love to send them
an invite to the 100th anniversary!
Prayer List
Current: The Family of Mimi Fischer, The Family of Marci Coster-Shultz, Carrie Robinson, Taylor,
William Singletary, Steve Dotson, Sarah Sutton, Mady Smith, Sam Hall, all those caring for elderly
parents, and all those that are home bound.
Continuing: Ed Skinner, Lily Hoffman, Ivey Smith, Jesse, Emily Prince, Emily Wright, Gary Todd,
Linda Blazek, Maren Milbourne, Ann Ford, Jenny Gantt, The Norton Family, The Family of Mary
Thompson, and all those that are quarantined and suffering from COVID-19.
Military: Michael Willhide, Mike Turner, (Mavis Turner's son), Hilary Compton, (Kim Yerrick’s
niece), Tyler Owens, (Kim Yerrick’s nephew).

From the 100th Anniversary Committee
Be on the lookout for a mailing coming soon to your mailbox! Despite the pandemic, the 100th
Anniversary Committee has been hard at work preparing to observe the 100th anniversary of
Incarnation in 2021. You will be receiving two items soon which we hope will find a place of honor
on your family refrigerator:
1) The 100th Monthly Challenge
2). 100 Things You Can Do to Honor Incarnation
These are designed to give us some fun, concrete, and meaningful ways both to give thanks and to give
back to our church and our community over the coming year. We hope you will participate and enjoy
them!
It’s February! Time to “Spread the Love”!
The 100th Anniversary Committee and our Youth’s Souper Bowl of Caring are combining forces to
“spread the love” to those in our community who are experiencing food insecurity in these long
pandemic days.
Harvest Hope is a “high need location” in our area, and we invite you to contribute 100 jars of
peanut butter and other additional non-perishable foods which we will deliver at the end of the
month.
We would also like to raise at least $100 in donations. The South Carolina Souper Bowl of Caring
will match every $6.00 we donate!
Food donations may be left at the church on Fridays between 9-1, and monetary donations may be
made anytime online through the ILC website.
Thanks for supporting our February challenge!
ILC Fun Facts
The original sanctuary for Incarnation was raised in just four days in August 1921. In one of the
most famous episodes from Incarnation’s early history, Lutherans from St. Paul, Mt Tabor, Holy
Trinity, St. Luke, Ascension and Ebenezer all joined with the charter members of the new
congregations to build a simple building in less than a week. Wood for the building reportedly came
from Ft. Jackson, which had been shut down after World War I.
Incarnation began the year 1922 with a bank balance of $8.05. Church Council sometimes struggled
to pay the pastor’s salary.
Twenty men of the church put their own fortunes on the line by endorsing the bank loan necessary
to build the first stone sanctuary in 1928. They didn’t know the Great Depression was coming.

100th Anniversary Chrismon Tree Skirt Cross Stitch Project
2021 is upon us and filled with events and activities throughout the year celebrating Incarnation
Lutheran Church’s 100 year anniversary. This project came about when we received a Chrismon
Tree Skirt from Resurrection Lutheran after it was sold and the skirt was donated in honor of the
former Resurrection members now attending Incarnation. The tree skirt is white and gold and
contains small cross-stitched versions of the Chrismons we hang on the tree each year.
It was made members of the S.T.Y.L.E. adult group and all 18 members (men and women) stitched
the 90 designs used to make the skirt. The skirt was used with Resurrection sanctuary’s Chrismon
Tree for many years. (Picture of Chrismon Tree Skirt is is attached on next page.)
The Anniversary Committee thought it would be great for the members of ILC to make a matching
Chrismon Tree Skirt since we use two trees in our sanctuary. This Cross Stitch Project is an
excellent way to get involved, especially if time is an issue.
Your participation in this project is something you can do at home, takes a very small time
commitment, and yet gives you a great opportunity to contribute to a project that will be enjoyed by
the congregation during the Advent and Christmas season for years to come.
What are you asking me to do?
The Anniversary Committee would like to offer any member of the ILC the opportunity to help by
cross stitching one (or more if you wish) designs to be included in the making of the skirt. The
designs are small (about 2 inches) and everything you need to make a design is provided for you in
packets.
Don’t be intimidated or shy away from this project because you have never cross-stitched anything
or it has been a long time since you have cross stitched. When Resurrection made the Chrismon tree
skirt, most of the members of the S.T.Y.L.E. had never picked up a needle, much less cross stitched
anything in their life.
Where can I get a packet?
Packets are available in the Fellowship Hall. Packets include Easy, Medium, and Advanced designs.
None of the designs are hard to stitch, but the advanced uses more color and a few other stitch
moves. When you take a packet, please write your name next to the design you took. Please know
that this is no questions asked, no shame activity. If for ANY REASON you cannot complete or
make the design, simply bring it back and erase and/or scratch your name off the list. It is okay.
Your willingness to try will be greatly appreciated. Deadline for designs: no later than Sunday,
April 18, 2021. The arranging of the completed designs and the sewing of the Chrismon Tree Skirt
will then be in very good and capable hands.
Please Note: If you are not comfortable or are unable to come to the church to get a design, packet(s)
can be delivered and picked up from your home. Contact:
Kimberly Yerrick at (803)262-9536; kimyerrick@gmail.com or Nora Shealy at (803) 238-1620;
norak@sc.rr.com

Online Giving!
We look forward to the day when we can worship
together as a family again, but until then, please
continue to support the mission of the church. You can
use this image below by scanning the QR Code with
your smart phone’s camera which will lead you to our
Website for Online Giving or look for our new Paypal
button on our Facebook page!

ALL SERVICES WILL BE LIVE-STREAMED ON FACEBOOK AND
AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Ash Wednesday: Feb 17, 2021 at 6pm on Facebook
Lent 1:

Sunday Feb.21st at 10am and
Wednesday Feb. 24th at 6:00 pm

Lent 2:

Sunday Feb.28th at 10am and
Wednesday Mar 3rd at 6:00 pm

Lent 2:

Sunday Mar. 7th at 10am and
Wednesday Mar. 10th at 6:00 pm

Lent 4:

Sunday Mar. 14th at 10am and
Wednesday Mar 17th at 6:00 pm

Lent 5:

Sunday Mar. 21st at 10am and
Wednesday Mar 24th at 6:00 pm

