
INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

☩ First Sunday in Lent • March 9th, 2025 ☩ 

Worship Notes: • Our Lector is Leslie Skinner • Our Crucifer is Teresa Boykin • Our Worship Assistant is 

Janet Hoffman • Our Banner Bearer is Jimmy McFarland •  

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

VOLUNTARY                            I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                                         Thomas Tallis    

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS               Please stand as able and face the back of the church. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate One, you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not 
always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the tender compassion 
you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant to all 
people. We oppress others, even though you have set us free again and again. We squander the 
abundant gifts of the earth. Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wandering ones home. 

In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever. Amen. 
                      
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 319                                O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days 
                                        CONSOLATION 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE p. 203 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised 
land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely through the wilderness of 
this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                                                                                                

Please be seated. 
WORD 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
1 When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, 
and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which 
you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go 
to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3 You shall go to the priest 
who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your God that I have come 
into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” 4 When the priest takes the basket from 
your hand and sets it down before the altar of the LORD your God, 5 you shall make this response before 
the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there 
as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. 6 When the 
Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, 7 we cried to the LORD, the 
God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 
oppression. 8 The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a 
terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; 9 and he brought us into this place and gave us 
this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that 
you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before the LORD your God and bow down before 
the LORD your God. 11 Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall 
celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16                    Read responsively. 
  1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, 

  who abide in the shadow of the Almighty— 

 2 you will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my stronghold, 

  my God in whom I put my trust.”  

 9 Because you have made the LORD your refuge, 

  and the Most High your habitation, 

 10 no evil will befall you, 

  nor shall affliction come near your dwelling. 

 11 For God will give the angels charge over you, 

  to guard you in all your ways. 

 12 Upon their hands they will bear you up, 

  lest you strike your foot against a stone.  

 13 You will tread upon the lion cub and viper; 

  you will trample down the lion and the serpent. 

 14 I will deliver those who cling to me; 

  I will uphold them, because they know my name. 



 15 They will call me, and I will answer them; 

  I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them. 

 16 With long life will I satisfy them, 

  and show them my salvation.  

SECOND READING: Romans 10:8b-13 
8b “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim); 9 because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and 
one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be 
put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is 
generous to all who call on him. 13 For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: p. 151b 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 4:1-13                                                                                       Please stand as able. 
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.’’ 
 
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, 
and when they were over, he was famished. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live 
by bread alone.’ ” 5 Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 
world. 6 And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been 
given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be 
yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 
9 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written, ‘He will command his angels 
concerning you, to protect you,’ 11 and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash 
your foot against a stone.’ ” 12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’ ” 13 When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 
 
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                      Please be seated. 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                        Pastor Emily Willhide 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 322 (v 1-3, 7)                                                             Oh, Love How Deep 
DEO GRACIAS 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED                      Please stand as able.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes “God, in your mercy.” We respond: “Receive our prayer.”         
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

 
The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation for those not using online giving.       

 
ANTHEM:                                “Near to the Heart of God” by Michael Glasgow              Incarnation Ringers                                         
This piece was written during the COVID-19 crisis.  The composer has written that, “faith in the nearness 
of God at all times and in all situations had become a critical support amid all of the medical uncertainty, 
political turmoil, and vitriol that became so tragically commonplace in our society. During a time of being 
physically distanced from other people, I found comfort in feeling close to the Lord.” This piece is based on 

two hymn texts, “Near to the Heart of God” and “Nearer, my God, to Thee”. 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN: ELW 686 (verse 1)                                                         We Give Thee But Thine Own 

HEATH 
OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                                      Please stand as able. 
Let us pray. 
Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world. 
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those 
treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
ELW 472                                                                                                                                          Eat This Bread 

 BERTHIER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
 



ELW 472                                                                                                                                          Eat This Bread 
 BERTHIER 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
ELW 472                                                                                                                                          Eat This Bread 

 BERTHIER 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the table of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                Please be seated.                 
COMMUNION - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us 
all to the table. Please take an empty communion glass from the trays at the front of the church. The 
innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those who prefer juice to wine. There are 
discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers. 
 
LAMB OF GOD: p.208 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMNS:  ELW 186                                     Create in Me a Clean Heart 
HILLERT 

         
           ELW 325                                   I Want Jesus to Walk with Me  

SOJOURNER 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                     Please stand as able. 
Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to set tables of love 
and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, in the 
name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING 

God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW 618                                                      Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer 

CWN RHONDDA 
DISMISSAL: 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor 
all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
VOLUNTARY:                 Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word                         Johann Pachelbel 
                                                                                  
 
 
 

 

Our Ministry Staff contacts are: 

 

Rev. Emily Willhide............................................................................pastoremily@incarnationlutheran.com 

Kimi Dail; Faith Formation Coordinator....................................................youth@incarnationlutheran.com 

Teresa Boykin; CDC Director...........................................................................cdc@incarnationlutheran.com 

Bonnie McDaniel; Parish Administrator……………....……………………………....office@incarnationlutheran.com 

Amy Kehl; Bookkeeper………………………………………………………………….bookkeeper@incarnationlutheran.com 

 
 

Sunday School (all ages): 9:00 am 
Nursery (ages 3 and under): 9:45 am- 11:15 am 

Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m. 
(10 a.m. Worship is also live streamed on Facebook.) 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
3005 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29205 

Office: 803-256-2381 
CDC: 803-661-6378 

www.incarnationlutheran.com 
www.facebook.com/IncarnationLutheranChurch 

Join us for Coffee Time in the Fellowship Hall 

http://www.facebook.com/IncarnationLutheranChurch


 

 

 

  



 


