The Annunciation
Henry Ossawa Tanner ca. 1898

Sunday, November 30th
First Sunday in Advent

Our Ministry Staff contacts are:
Rev. Emily Willhide: pastoremily @incarnationlutheran.com
Teresa Boykin; CDC Director: cdc @incarnationlutheran.com
Bonnie McDaniel; Parish Administrator: office @incarnationlutheran.com
Amy Kehl; Bookkeeper: bookkeeper@incarnationlutheran.com
Matthew Whitehouse; Organist: music @incarnationlutheran.com
Elliott Stewart; Handbell and Choir Director: choir@incarnationlutheran.com

Sunday School (all ages): 9:00 am
Nursery (ages 3 and under): 9:45 am- 11:15 am
Worship: Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

(10 a.m. Worship is also live streamed on Facebook.)
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
3005 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29205
Office: 803-256-2381
CDC: 803-661-6378
www.incarnationlutheran.com
www.facebook.com/IncarnationLutheranChurch
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WELCOME TO INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are a congregation of the South Carolina Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

This is Christ's church.
There is a place for you here.

We are a church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you
as a whole person, regardless of race, gender, orientation, ability or disability, socioeconomic status, or
citizenship. We affirm that all people are beloved children of God and created in the image of God. Join us as
we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world.

WORSHIP

» We gather to worship God in community because we believe that in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ
all things are made new, including us, and that God has brought us together for a purpose.

» Our worship language is drawn from scripture, and you may recognize many parts of it from your Bible.

» The worship bulletin includes our order of worship and will direct you to hymns/songs (located in our red
hymnal), or to different parts of the liturgy (in the front half of the ELW). If you’re not sure what something
means, please ask a neighbor or an usher.

» During worship, there are directions to be seated or to stand as able. Please do what you are able and what
makes you comfortable.

HOLY COMMUNION

We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us all to the table. The
Ushers will direct you to the front of the church to receive communion. Please take an empty communion glass
from the trays at the front of the church. The innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those
who prefer juice to wine. There are discard trays by the side aisles. Gluten free wafers are also available.
Children are welcome to participate when they and their families think they are ready, and after a conversation
with the pastor. If you are unable to come forward, please indicate that to the Ushers, and the Pastor will bring
communion to you in your pew.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN WORSHIP!

The whole church is blessed by the presence of children in worship, wiggle and all. They will learn to
participate in church by watching you and the congregation as we stand, sit, pray, and sing together. Coloring
pages, crayons, Quiet Mazes, and activity bags are available in the narthex to help them if they get a little
restless. There is also a nursery located in our educational building next door, staffed with two qualified
caregivers.

RESTROOMS

As you face the altar, the men’s restrooms are through the door on the right side and down the hall. The
women’s restroom and an accessible family restroom are through the door on the left side. A diaper changing
station is available in the family restroom.

LIVESTREAM
Worship is live-streamed on Facebook and can be found on Incarnation’s Facebook page. A link is also
available on our website: incarnationlutheran.com

ASSISTIVE LISTENING IS AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX
Please ask the Ushers for help if you have difficulty either in locating the devices or using them.

Welcome to Worship


http://incarnationlutheran.com/

INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH

*+ First Sunday of Advent * November 30, 2025 "

Worship Notes: * We are in setting 4 of the ELW « Our Lector is Connie Hinson * Our Crucifer is John
Sawicki * Our Worship Assistant is Maggie Murdock *

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Savior of the Nations, Come ].S. Bach

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as able and face the back of the church.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can
provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We
become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and
teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken
us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. * You are freed and
forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 436 Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying
WACHET AUF
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: ELW 240 (verse 1) Light One Candle
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom - ise.
He shall feed the flocklike a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com - ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.
WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5

'The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In days to come the mountain
of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the
hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may
walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
+He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords
into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more. 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 122 Read responsively
'] was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
>Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
+to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.
s For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
¢ Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.
7 Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.
¢ For the sake of my kindred and companions,
I pray for your prosperity.
o Because of the house of the LORD our God,
[ will seek to do you good.”

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14

» Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; = the night is far gone; the day is near. Let
us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 5 let us walk decently as in the day;,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and

jealousy. “ Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: s151
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GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 Please stand as able.

Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 3¢ “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. ” For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of

Man. 3 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 3 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept
them all away;, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. + Then two will be in the field; one will be
taken, and one will be left. # Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will
be left. 4 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 4 But understand
this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. + Therefore you also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.
SERMON Pastor Emily Willhide
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 254 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

JEFFERSON

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.”
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



HYMN: ELW 751 O Lord, Hear My Prayer
. HEAR MY PRAYER
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when 1 call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes “God of grace.” We respond: “Hear our prayer.”
HYMN: ELW 751 O Lord, Hear My Prayer
HEAR MY PRAYER
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when 1 call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.

SIS e ==
7 ﬁ F 1 | { \r.l i { F_F
PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation for those not using online giving.



ANTHEM:

The Advent of our God,

Shall be our theme for prayer,
Come let us meet him on the road,
And place for him prepare.

O Zion's daughter rise,

and meet your heavenly King,
Nor let the faithless heart despise,
The peace he comes to bring.

OFFERTORY HYMN: ELW 257 (verses 1 & 2)

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

“The Advent of our God”

Choir

The everlasting Son,

Incarnate deigns to be,

Himself a servant's form puts on,
To set his servants free.

All glory to the Son,

Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one,
Through all eternity.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
VENI, EMMANUEL

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy
our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING: s152
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It is ight to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: s153
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
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Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us
all to the table. Please take an empty communion glass from the trays at the front of the church. The
innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those who prefer juice to wine. There are
discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers.

LAMB OF GOD: s154
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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COMMUNION HYMNS: ELW 263 Savior of the Nations, Come
NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND

ELW 713 (verses 1, 2, 4) O God of Every Nation
LLANGLOFFAN

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast,
welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING

May God who comes among us, Father, "I Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, peace in
the darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 250 Blessed Be the God of Israel
FOREST GREEN

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Improvisation on "Savior of the Nations, Come" Matthew Whitehouse

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee time.

First Wednesduy of Advertt
and St Nicholod Festival

Wednesday Dec. 3rd
5:15 pmDinner

{

ﬂ T followed by 5:45 pm

service with a craft
to follow

/”(

Please bring items to donate
to Columbia Animal Services
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5:15 pm Dinner
5:45 pm St. Nick’s Festival and First

Wednesday of Advent

4:00 pm
Palmetto Chamber Orchestra Annual Holiday
Concert in the Sanctuary

5:15 pm Dinner
5:45 pm Second Wednesday in Advent

5:15 pm Dinner
5:45 pm Third Wednesday in Advent

6:00 pm
Mary Martha Christmas at the Skinners House

5:00 pm Holiday Music Featuring a Variety
of Incarnation Musicians
5:30 pm Christmas Eve Festival Worship

Christmas Day

10:00 AM
Moravian Lovefeast




Incarnation Lutheran Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Adult and Children’s Sunday School: 9:00 am
Nursery (Ages 3 and under): 9:45-11:15
Worship: 10:00 am
Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm M-F
3005 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29205 « (803) 256-2381

Prayer List Upcoming Events:

Current Concerns: Cheryl Carroll, Courtney Thompson, Jenasia Tuesday, December 2nd:
Jones, Joe and Sue DeMichael, Kathy McFarland, Welda 10:00 am Quilting Group
McCullough, Ken Gehler, Bill Lamb, all homebound and Wednesday, December 3rd:
caregivers. 6:00 pm Handbell Practice
Continuing Concerns: The Family of Pastor Josh Knutson, Bishop 7:00 pm Choir Practice
Ginny Aebischer, Zach Jenkins, José and Juany, Jésus and Ana, Sunday, December 7th:
Debby Muller, Elliott Milliken, Carson McCoy, Walter Lindler, Mary 9:00 am Sunday School
Rivers, Chip Schuster, Grady Lindler 10:00 am Worship - Rushe
Military: Daniel Scruggs, Hilary Compton (Kim Yerrick's niece), Baptism

Tyler Owens (Kim Yerrick's nephew), Christopher McFarland 11:30 am Executive Council
(Jimmy and Kathy McFarland’s Son), James McFarland (Jimmy Meeting

and Kathy McFarland’s Grandson). 11:30 am Worship and Music

meeting
Financial Update
1130 am Confimation

4:00 pm PCO Holiday Concert

Actual Plan Difference
Month-to-Date $20,732 $23,552) ($2,820) Please consider giving to
Year-to-Date $274,760) $276,736 ($1,976) Incarnation Lutheran

Church's ministries and
Attendance on 11/23/25: 76 Hren s ministries an

projects.

Advent Evening and Christmas

Worship Services

Wednesday, December 3rd- 5:15 dinner followed

by 5:45 service and St. Nicholas Festival 2
Wednesday, December 10th- 5:15 dinner followed Stewardship Snippet
by 5:45 service
) NOVEMBER 30, 2025
Wednesday, December 17th- 5:15 dinner followed
by 5:45 service Lift someone’s burden and

Wednesday, December 24th - 5:00 pm Music your own burden will be

featuring a variety of Incarnation Musicians, ¥ lighter
5:30 Christmas Eve Festival Worship : :

Do you want to join Incarnation? If so, please contact the office at officeeincarnationlutheran.com so that we can gather

your contact information and reach out to you.



The Mary Martha group will once again participate in a project to support EMS Closet. EMS
Closet is a volunteer-driven nonprofit program that provides clothing to children in poverty who
attend school in Richland | and Il School Districts. During the 2024-2025 school year, there
were 16,015 children in Richland District | and 17,974 children in Richland District Il who live
below the poverty line. EMS Closet receives about 46 referrals per week from school Social
Workers and Counselors.

The following items are needed for children ages Pre-K through High School:

Boys Boxer Briefs - sizes Pre-K through High School

Girls Panties - sizes Pre-K through High School

Boys T shirts - Crew Neck - black or white \(_\/
Girls - Sports bras - all sizes — \ /
Socks - girls and boys - all sizes

ltems can be placed in the Box located in the Fellowship Hall. The deadline for

donations is Sunday December 14, 2025

This year we are taking up donations
for the City of Columbia Animal
Services. These donations can
include:

‘ Children, youth and teens of all ages

are invited to a last-minute Children's
Choir for Christmas!

« Food

Rehearsals during Sunday School in . Toys

the CDC building.
Sunday, December 7th
Sunday, December 14th
Sunday, December 21st

« Treats
« Gently used towels and blankets

Please consider giving to our furry
AN, Sa
- . . . o
» & We will perform during Christmas Eve ¥ %

worship.

fricnds in need this holiday scason.
¢ N Theseitems canbe turned in
¢ ’ ,
Wednesday, December 3rd.

Please come! q




