INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH

++ Fifth Sunday in Lent * March 26, 2023

Worship Notes: * Our Lector for today is Carrie Wood * Our Crucifer for today is Jeff Shealy *+ We
are in Setting 10 of the ELW *

PRELUDE Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley arr. Jason Krug
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as able and face the back of the church.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us
with the gift of grace. Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust
your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than
steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over
compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life.
Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive

life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, *F forgives you in Christ’s
name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 621 Jesus Lives, My Sure Defense
JESUS, MEINE ZUVERSICHT

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve
you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

"The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones
live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall
know that I am the LORD.” 7So I prophesied as | had been commanded; and as I prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. ®I looked,
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but
there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live.” *°I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. "Then he said to me,
“Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” *Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the
Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and
[ will bring you back to the land of Israel. 3And you shall know that [ am the LORD, when [ open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you,
and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD,
have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 130
'‘Out | of the depths
I cry to | you, O LORD;
>0 LORD, | hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.
3If you were to keep watch | over sins,
O Lorp, | who could stand?
4Yet with you | is forgiveness,
in order that you | may be feared. R
5] wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits;
in your word | is my hope.
®My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning,
more than those who keep watch | for the morning.



70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption.

8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel
from | all their sins. R

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9But you are not in the
flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. °But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because
of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. "If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW p.205b
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 Please stand as able.
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when
Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister
and Lazarus, %after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place
where he was.

7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him,
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” °Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not
stumble, because they see the light of this world. °But those who walk at night stumble, because
the light is not in them.” "After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep,
but [ am going there to awaken him.” *The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he
will be all right.” 3Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he
was referring merely to sleep. “Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I
am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” **Thomas, who was called
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”



7When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. ¥*Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to console them about their brother. 2°When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. *?Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. >2But even now I know that God will give you whatever
you ask of him.” 3Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 2#Martha said to him, “I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” *Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 2°and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” ?’She said to him,
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately,
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 22And when she heard it, she got up quickly and
went to him. 3°Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha
had met him. 3The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly
and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep
there. 3>When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 3When Jesus saw her weeping,
and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus
began to weep. 3°So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

33Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. 3%Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 4°Jesus said to her, “Did I
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 4So they took away the stone.
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 4] knew that you
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me.” ¥When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed
in him.

After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.
SERMON Seminarian Gina Schaefer
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 333 Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land

WEARY LAND
THE APOSTLES’ CREED Please stand as able.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes “Merciful God,” We respond: “receive our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation.

ANTHEM “Dem Dry Bones” arr. Douglas Smith

Please stand as able.

OFFERTORY: ELW 689 (v.2) Praise and Thanksgiving
BUNESSAN

OFFERING PRAYER

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service
for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your
very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING: p.144
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: p.207
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the table of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please be seated.

COMMUNION - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus
invites us all to the table. The communion cups are in trays at the front of the church. There are
discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers.



LAMB OF GOD: p.208
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
0 | \
" A | —— I T N y y T I T
Gof e w,d o )
A ! W I e T o
you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 485 I Am the Bread of Life
BREAD OF LIFE
COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 501 Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus
WERDE MUNTER
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Please stand as able.

Holy God, at your table we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open

to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your
love. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

God, the giver of love, *F Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth
bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 328 Restore in Us, O God
BAYLOR

DISMISSAL:
Go in peace. Serve in love. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE We Walk By Faith arr. Lynn Trapp

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for after worship for coffee hour.

STEWARDSHIP SNIPPET

MARCH 26TH, 2023
STEWARDSHIP 1S NOT A SPECTATOR

SPORT.

AR,



Incarnation Lutheran Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Adult Sunday School: 9:00 am « Children Sunday School: 9:15 am « Worship: 10:00 am
Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm M-F
3005 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29205 « (803) 256-238I

Upcoming Events

Prayer List

Current: The family of Ansel Gantt, The family of James Covington Wednesday, March 29th: 5:00
Parham, Jr, Jim Hattler, Nancy Buchan, Porter Kinard, Lawrence Spires, pm Craft and Learn for kids &
and all homebound and caregivers. 5:45 pm Worship & Dinner

e Continuing: The family of Susan Kietel, Former President Jimmy Carter,

Sunday, April 2nd: Palm Sunday

Elizabeth Johnson, Linda Abel, Carolyn Rast, Brandon Faust, Harry Evans, Thursday, April 6th 5:45 pm

Meredith Schulz

e Military: Mike Turner, (Mavis Turner's son), Hilary Compton, (Kim Yerrick's N\c':tundy Thursdoy Service
niece), Tyler Owens, (Kim Yerrick's nephew). Friday, April 7th: 5:45 pm Good
3 3 Friday Service
.
Saturday, April 8th: 10:00 am -
Actual Plan Difference 12:00 pm Holy Saturday Kids
Last Week $2,852 $5,000 $2,148- Baking
MGrCh $2],566 $]5,000 $6,566+ Sunday, Apri| 9th _ Easier:
Year-to-Date $62,773  $55,000 $7,773+ 8:30 am: Easter Breakfast,
11:30 am - Egg Hunt for children
Don't forget to bring flowers for the Easter Cross on Easter Sunday! and adlis.

Summer Camp

Help us fill eggs for our Easter

Summer Camp Registration has started for all Lutheridge and Egg Hunt that will take place

Lutherock programs! Register now to get the Early Bird Specials! The Sunday, April 9th. Donate bags of

Incarnation Foundation will cover half of the cost of camp for any candy or non-candy treats to

church member. church between now and Palm

Synod Assembly Sunday.
If you're interested in attending this year's synod assembly as a Giving to ILC
representative of Incarnation, please speak to Pastor Emily. The
assembly will be held in Columbia this year at the Marriott, June 8th- Please consider giving to
10th. Incarnation Lutheran Church’s

. ministries and projects. We are
Adult Sunday School - 9:00 am, Fellowship Hall o
also continuing to collect $25

What does it mean to be Lutheran? We will be using the book grocery cards for those in need.
"Lutheran Questions, Lutheran Answers" by Martin E. Marty. Bring
your questions!

Holy Saturday

We are having a family Holy Saturday event where we will be telling
the story of Easter and baking Communion Bread. Please email Kimi
to RSVP!

Do you want to join Incarnation? If so, please contact the office at officeeincarnationlutheran.com so that we can gather your

contact information and reach out to you.




