INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH

++ Fifth Sunday in Lent * April 6%, 2025 +h

Worship Notes: * Our Lector is Ben Willhide * Our Crucifer is Jeff Shealy * Our Worship Assistant is
Leslie Skinner * Our Organist and Choir Director is Janet Marks * Our guest preacher for today is Pastor
Jesse Canniff-Kuhn *
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE: Alas, and Did My Savior Bleed Incarnation Ringers
Based on MARTYRDOM by Hugh Wilson (1764-1824) Arranged by Jason W. Krug
The congregation is invited to reflect on the verses of this hymn by Isaac Watts (1674-1748), found in
ELW Hymn #337 as the Handbell Choir plays.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as able and face the back of the church.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One, you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not
always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the tender compassion
you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant to all
people. We oppress others, even though you have set us free again and again. We squander the
abundant gifts of the earth. Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross.
Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wandering ones home.
In F Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 676 Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak
CANONBURY

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. Open
our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the
extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

WORD

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: Exodus 3:1-14

3Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond
the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the LORD appeared to
him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3
Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned
up.” 4When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses,
Moses!” And he said, ‘Here I am.” 5 Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet,
for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” ¢ He said further, ‘I am the God of your father,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid
to look at God.” Then the LORD said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; | have
heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, ® and I have come down
to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a
land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also
seen how the Egyptians oppress them. °So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt.” " But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the
[sraelites out of Egypt? ™2 He said, ‘I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is [ who
sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.’

3 But Moses said to God, ‘If come to the Israelites and say to them, “The God of your ancestors has sent
me to you”, and they ask me, “What is his name?” what shall I say to them?” 4 God said to Moses, ‘1 AM
WHO I AM.” * He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, “I AM has sent me to you.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 30 Read responsively.
A Psalm. A Song at the dedication of the temple. Of David.
' I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up,
and did not let my foes rejoice over me.
20 LORD my God, I cried to you for help,
and you have healed me.
3 O LORD, you brought up my soul from Sheol,
restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit.
4Sing praises to the LORD, O you his faithful ones,
and give thanks to his holy name.
5 For his anger is but for a moment;
his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may linger for the night,
but joy comes with the morning.
¢ As for me, I said in my prosperity,
“I shall never be moved.”



7By your favor, O LORD,

you had established me as a strong mountain;

you hid your face;

[ was dismayed.

8To you, O LORD, I cried,

and to the LORD I made supplication:

9 “What profit is there in my death,

if I go down to the Pit?

Will the dust praise you?

Will it tell of your faithfulness?

' Hear, O LORD, and be gracious to me!

O LORD, be my helper!”

"You have turned my mourning into dancing;

you have taken off my sackcloth

and clothed me with joy,

2 g0 that my soul may praise you and not be silent.
O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1-10

"You were dead through the trespasses and sins *in which you once lived, following the course of this
world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are
disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh
and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy,
out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ — by grace you have been saved — °and raised us up with him and seated us
with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by grace you have been
saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God — °not the result of works, so
that no one may boast. ’For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: p. 151b
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Re -turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra - cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.
GOSPEL: John 9:1-11 Please stand as able.

Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.”

9As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. >His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 3 Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must



work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” ® When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, ‘Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able

to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not
the man who used to sit and beg?’ °Some were saying, ‘It is he.” Others were saying, ‘No, but it

is someone like him.” He kept saying, ‘I am the man.” ** But they kept asking him, ‘Then how

were your eyes opened?’ " He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes,
and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then [ went and washed and received my sight.’

After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.
SERMON Pastor Jesse Canniff-Kuhn
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 574 Here I Am, Lord

HERE 1 AM, LORD

THE APOSTLES’ CREED Please stand as able.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes “God, in your mercy.” We respond: “Receive our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation for those not using online giving.
ANTHEM: “Out of The Depths” Carl Schalk
OFFERTORY HYMN: ELW 686 (verse 1) We Give Thee But Thine Own
HEATH
OFFERING PRAYER Please stand as able.
Let us pray.

Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world.
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.



ELW 474 (refrain only) Bread of Life from Heaven
ARGENTINE SANTO

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

ELW 474 (refrain only) Bread of Life from Heaven
ARGENTINE SANTO

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

ELW 474 (refrain only) Bread of Life from Heaven
ARGENTINE SANTO
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the table of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Please be seated.
COMMUNION - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us
all to the table. Please take an empty communion glass from the trays at the front of the church. The
innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those who prefer juice to wine. There are
discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers.



LAMB OF GOD: p.208
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I O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
COMMUNION HYMNS: ELW 685 Take My Life, That I May Be
PATMOS
ELW 461 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly
HOLY MANNA
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Please stand as able.

Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to set tables of love
and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, in the
name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING

God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, * bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 576 We All Are One in Mission
KUORTANE

DISMISSAL:
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor

all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Praeludium J.S. Bach

Join us for Coffee Time in the Fellowship Hall



Our Ministry Staff contacts are:

Rev. Emily Willhide.........coocoiiiiiiiiie e pastoremily@incarnationlutheran.com
Kimi Dail; Faith Formation Coordinator..........cccueeeeeveeeiiueeeeieee e youth@incarnationlutheran.com
Teresa Boykin; CDC Dir@Ctor.......ccuevuerierieieienieiesieeeteiteree e cdc@incarnationlutheran.com
Bonnie McDaniel; Parish AdminiStrator..........coveverivieeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeene e office@incarnationlutheran.com
Amy Kehl; BOOKKEEPET..........ccoueeiiieirieieeeeeeeeee e bookkeeper@incarnationlutheran.com

Sunday School (all ages): 9:00 am
Nursery (ages 3 and under): 9:45 am- 11:15 am
Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m.

(10 a.m. Worship is also live streamed on Facebook.)
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
3005 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29205
Office: 803-256-2381
CDC: 803-661-6378
www.incarnationlutheran.com
www.facebook.com/IncarnationLutheranChurch

(If you wish to place a lily order, please tear out of bulletin and turn in to the office)
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Lilies for Easter to the Glory of God / 3

Share in gracing our Sanctuary this year with Easter Lilies QQ v
in memory of loved ones or to honor family or friends. '
Names will be printed in the bulletin on Easter Sunday
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Given By: Phone #

In Honor of:

In Memory of:

# of Lilies @ $15.00=$

Paid: check electronically


http://www.facebook.com/IncarnationLutheranChurch

