
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
WELCOME TO INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are a congregation of the South Carolina Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

This is Christ's church. 
There is a place for you here. 

 
We are a church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you 
as a whole person, regardless of race, gender, orientation, ability or disability, socioeconomic status, or 
citizenship. We affirm that all people are beloved children of God and created in the image of God. Join us as 
we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world. 
 
WORSHIP 
• We gather to worship God in community because we believe that in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ 

all things are made new, including us, and that God has brought us together for a purpose. 
• Our worship language is drawn from scripture, and you may recognize many parts of it from your Bible.   
• The worship bulletin includes our order of worship and will direct you to hymns/songs (located in our red 

hymnal), or to different parts of the liturgy (in the front half of the ELW). If you’re not sure what something 
means, please ask a neighbor or an usher.  

• During worship, there are directions to be seated or to stand as able. Please do what you are able and what 
makes you comfortable. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us all to the table. The 
Ushers will direct you to the front of the church to receive communion. Please take an empty communion glass 
from the trays at the front of the church. The innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those 
who prefer juice to wine. There are discard trays by the side aisles. Gluten free wafers are also available. 
Children are welcome to participate when they and their families think they are ready, and after a conversation 
with the pastor. If you are unable to come forward, please indicate that to the Ushers, and the Pastor will bring 
communion to you in your pew. 
 
CHILDREN  ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN WORSHIP! 
The whole church is blessed by the presence of children in worship, wiggle and all. They will learn to 
participate in church by watching you and the congregation as we stand, sit, pray, and sing together. Coloring 
pages, crayons, Quiet Mazes, and activity bags are available in the narthex to help them if they get a little 
restless. There is also a nursery located in our educational building next door, staffed with two qualified 
caregivers.  
 
RESTROOMS 
As you face the altar, the men’s restrooms are through the door on the right side and down the hall. The 
women’s restroom and an accessible family restroom are through the door on the left side. A diaper changing 
station is available in the family restroom. 
 
LIVESTREAM 
Worship is live-streamed on Facebook and can be found on Incarnation’s Facebook page. A link is also 
available on our website: incarnationlutheran.com 
 
ASSISTIVE LISTENING IS AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX 
Please ask the Ushers for help if you have difficulty either in locating the devices or using them.  

Welcome to Worship 

http://incarnationlutheran.com/


INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

☩ Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost • September 21st, 2025 ☩ 

Worship Notes:  • Our Lector is Sabra Custer • Our Crucifer is John Sawicki • Our Worship Assistant is 

Janet Hoffman • Our Guest Preacher today is Pastor Steven Curry Gallego • 

We welcome Pastor Steven Curry Gallego of Reformation Lutheran Church as our guest here 
today at Incarnation Lutheran Church. Pastor Emily Willhide is preaching at Reformation 
Lutheran Church today as we do a pastoral pulpit swap. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                                      Improvisation                                              Matthew Whitehouse                            
                                                                                              
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                            Please stand as able and face the back of the church. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble 
about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our 
sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen. 
 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. You 

who were lost have been found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 669                                                                      Rise Up, O Saints of God!  

 FESTAL SONG 

(Handbells intro, congregation/organ Verses 1-4, handbells play descant verse 5 while everyone sings/play 
verse 5) 

                                                                                                                                                   

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE: s98 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: s101 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet 
from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.                                                                  Please be seated. 

 
WORD 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7 
4 Hear this, you who trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 5 saying, “When will 
the new moon be over so that we may sell grain, and the Sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We 
will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier and practice deceit with false balances, 6 buying the 
poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 7 The LORD has 
sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 113                                                                                                                                  Read responsively 

 1 Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD; 
  praise the name of the LORD. 
 2 Let the name of the LORD be blessed, 
  from this time forth forevermore. 
 3 From the rising of the sun to its going down 



  let the name of the LORD be praised. 
 4 The LORD is high above all nations; 
  God’s glory above the heavens.  
 5 Who is like the LORD our God, 
  who sits enthroned on high, 
 6 but stoops to behold 
  the heavens and the earth? 
 7 The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust 
  and lifts up the poor from the ashes, 
 8 enthroning them with the rulers, 
  with the rulers of the people. 
 9 The LORD makes the woman of a childless house 
  to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7  
1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 
everyone, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and dignity. 3 This is right and acceptable before God our Savior, 4 who desires everyone to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God; there is also one mediator 
between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6 who gave himself a ransom for all —this 
was attested at the right time.7 For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth; I 
am not lying), a teacher of the gentiles in faith and truth. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: s102        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13                                               Please stand as able. 
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to 
him that this man was squandering his property. 2 So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this 
that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management because you cannot be my manager 
any longer.’ 3 Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the 
position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what 
to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5 So, 
summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He 



answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it 
fifty.’ 7 Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ 
He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8 And his master commended the dishonest manager 
because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own 
generation than are the children of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of 
dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 
  10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is dishonest in a very little is 
dishonest also in much. 11 If, then, you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust 
to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give 
you what is your own? 13 No slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love the 
other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
 
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                              Please be seated. 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                     Pastor Steven Curry Gallego 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 678                                                           God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending  

RUSTINGTON 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED      
                                        
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only   Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
HYMN: ELW 751                                                                                                            O Lord, Hear My Prayer 

 HEAR MY PRAYER 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes “God of grace.” We respond: “Receive our prayer.” 
 
HYMN: ELW 751                                                                                                            O Lord, Hear My Prayer 

 HEAR MY PRAYER 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation for those not using online giving. 
 

ANTHEM:                                            There's a Wideness in God's Mercy                                              Choir                                                          

 
OFFERTORY HYMN: ELW 884             Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow   

 OLD HUNDREDTH   

 
 



OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set our hope 
not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have 
gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING: s107 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: s108 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. Thanks be to God.        

                                                                                                                                             
 Please be seated. 

COMMUNION - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us 
all to the table. Please take an empty communion glass from the trays at the front of the church. The 
innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those who prefer juice to wine. There are 
discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers. 
 
LAMB OF GOD: s112 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS: ELW 843                                                Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

NETTLETON 

                                    
                                           ELW 674                                                           Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ  

  LINSTEAD 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. Send us to 
do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry, who sets 

the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW 858                                       Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

                                                              LOBE DEN HERREN 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE:                                        Improvisation on "Lobe Den Herren"                Matthew Whitehouse 

 
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

I'm Steven Curry Gallego and I am the pastor at Reformation Lutheran Church.  I grew up in Brooklyn 
New York and have transplanted nicely into South Carolina by way of Cleveland, Ohio.  I am married to 
Alice and we have a two-year-old named Sofia.  I love college football #GoBlue, I love to serve the Lord, 

and I love my family. 
 

 
God’s Work Our Hands  

We are one of over 8,500 congregations participating in “God’s work. Our hands.” Across the country, 
thousands of members will work to make a positive change in our communities, build and deepen 
relationships and share God’s love. Join us as we do God’s work with our hands! Our congregation will 
be engaging in service work right here in our community with two opportunities for service.  

1. On September 28th, we will write cards to our veterans to express our appreciation. 
2. Beginning September 8th, we invite you to volunteer at Columbia Animal Services and record 

your hours. Opportunities for service include dog walking, cat socialization, and working 
adoption events. You can pick up a release form in our office or find them online 
at https://animalservices.columbiasc.gov/volunteer/  

 

https://animalservices.columbiasc.gov/volunteer/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 


