Adoration of the Magi
Gentile de Fabriano ca. 1423

Sunday, January 4th
Epiphany

Our Ministry Staff contacts are:
Rev. Emily Willhide: pastoremily @ incarnationlutheran.com
Teresa Boykin; CDC Director: cdc @incarnationlutheran.com
Bonnie McDaniel; Parish Administrator: office @ incarnationlutheran.com
Amy Kehl; Bookkeeper: bookkeeper@incarnationlutheran.com
Matthew Whitehouse; Organist: music @ incarnationlutheran.com
Elliott Stewart; Handbell and Choir Director: choir@incarnationlutheran.com

Sunday School (all ages): 9:00 am
Nursery (ages 3 and under): 9:45 am- 11:15 am
Worship: Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

(10 a.m. Worship is also live streamed on Facebook.)
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
3005 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29205
Office: 803-256-2381
CDC: 803-661-6378
www.incarnationlutheran.com
www.facebook.com/IncarnationLutheranChurch
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WELCOME TO INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are a congregation of the South Carolina Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

This is Christ's church.
There is a place for you here.

We are a church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you
as a whole person, regardless of race, gender, orientation, ability or disability, socioeconomic status, or
citizenship. We affirm that all people are beloved children of God and created in the image of God. Join us as
we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world.

WORSHIP

» We gather to worship God in community because we believe that in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ
all things are made new, including us, and that God has brought us together for a purpose.

» Our worship language is drawn from scripture, and you may recognize many parts of it from your Bible.

» The worship bulletin includes our order of worship and will direct you to hymns/songs (located in our red
hymnal), or to different parts of the liturgy (in the front half of the ELW). If you’re not sure what something
means, please ask a neighbor or an usher.

» During worship, there are directions to be seated or to stand as able. Please do what you are able and what
makes you comfortable.

HOLY COMMUNION

We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us all to the table. The
Ushers will direct you to the front of the church to receive communion. Please take an empty communion glass
from the trays at the front of the church. The innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those
who prefer juice to wine. There are discard trays by the side aisles. Gluten free wafers are also available.
Children are welcome to participate when they and their families think they are ready, and after a conversation
with the pastor. If you are unable to come forward, please indicate that to the Ushers, and the Pastor will bring
communion to you in your pew.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN WORSHIP!

The whole church is blessed by the presence of children in worship, wiggle and all. They will learn to
participate in church by watching you and the congregation as we stand, sit, pray, and sing together. Coloring
pages, crayons, Quiet Mazes, and activity bags are available in the narthex to help them if they get a little
restless. There is also a nursery located in our educational building next door, staffed with two qualified
caregivers.

RESTROOMS

As you face the altar, the men’s restrooms are through the door on the right side and down the hall. The
women’s restroom and an accessible family restroom are through the door on the left side. A diaper changing
station is available in the family restroom.

LIVESTREAM
Worship is live-streamed on Facebook and can be found on Incarnation’s Facebook page. A link is also
available on our website: incarnationlutheran.com

ASSISTIVE LISTENING IS AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX
Please ask the Ushers for help if you have difficulty either in locating the devices or using them.

Welcome to Worship


http://incarnationlutheran.com/
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Worship Notes: * We are in setting 4 of the ELW « Our Lector is Janet Hoffman * Our Crucifer is Teresa
Boykin + Our Worship Assistant is Stefanie Seebauer * Our Guest Preacher is Deacon Kim Heind|,
Assistant to the Bishop *

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE "Eternal Purposes” from The Birth of Our Lord Olivier Messiaen

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as able and face the back of the church.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace. Amen.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.

Reconciling God, we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We
confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have not always
recognized your presence among us; we have not always embraced your message of peace. We
cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We confess our failure to
make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in violent systems that harm your
innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good news. Be born in us today and teach us to
sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen.

God'’s grace upon grace flows over you. * Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation.
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 300 The First Noel
THE FIRST NOWELL

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by
faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6

' Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. * For darkness
shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will
appear over you. 3 Nations shall come to your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4 Lift up your
eyes and look around; they all gather together; they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and



your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall
thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; the wealth of the nations
shall come to you. ¢ A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all
those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of
the LORD.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 Read responsively
' Give the king your justice, O God,

and your righteousness to the king’s son;

>that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;

s that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

+Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.

s May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.

¢ Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.

7In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

©May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.

" May all kings bow down before him,
and all the nations do him service.

2 For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.

3 He has compassion on the lowly and poor,
and preserves the lives of the needy.

4 From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,
and precious is their blood in his sight.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12
'This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you gentiles, > for surely you
have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you 3and how the mystery was
made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, +a reading of which will enable you to
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not made
known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: ¢ that
is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel.

70Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the
working of his power. # Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring
to the gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ ?and to make everyone see what is the plan of
the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, *so that through the church the wisdom of
God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. * This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our
Lord, 2 in whom we have access in boldness and confidence through faith in him.



The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12 Please stand as able.
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to
Jerusalem, >asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in
the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him, +and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been
written by the prophet:
¢‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.”
7Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. ® Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” ¢ When they had heard
the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. ® When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. " On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. * And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.

After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.
SERMON Deacon Kim Heindl
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 302 As with Gladness Men of Old

NICENE CREED o

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,



God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN: ELW 751 O Lord, Hear My Prayer
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes “Hear us, O God.” We respond: “Your mercy is great.”
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HYMN: ELW 751 O Lord, Hear My Prayer
HEAR MY PRAYER
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation for those not using online giving.

ANTHEM: “Lo, How A Rose Er Blooming” Incarnation Choir

OFFERTORY HYMN: ELW 671 Shine, Jesus, Shine
SHINE, JESUS, SHINE

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use us and
these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving
grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity,
water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of
life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the
cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and
deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who



call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor
and glory forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING

The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, *F bless you with endless
grace, peace, and joy. Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 303 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning
MORNING STAR

DISMISSAL

Glory to God in the highest!

And peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Improvisation on "The First Noel" Matthew Whitehouse

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee time.

Attention Incarnation Members:
If you are looking for a great opportunity to get involved and meet fellow members please consider joining
our ushering team.
If interested, please contact me and I'll get you started. Brwilliamsonzz@gmail.com.
Thanks, Bill Williamson
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