INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH

*+ Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost * October 1%, 2023

Worship Notes: * Our Lector is Cheryl Carroll * Our Crucifer is Amy Kehl « We are using Setting 2
from the ELW -

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE A Voluntary for the Organ Benjamin Cosyn
(c. 1570 - c. 1652)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as able and face the back of the church.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 416 At the Name of Jesus
KING’S WESTON

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra - cious Lord.
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Glo-ry to God in the high -est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; you are
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est,

and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

e — — . : |
My - o — & J\/ d_f_r —
o — e
3 For you a-lone arethe Ho-ly One, you  a-lone are the Lord,
0 .
L k S —
&= o P
e o= 2 =t
you a-lone arethe Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly
e e e e i
© C = ¢ . o
Spir-it, in the glo-ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.
N Refrain . —
TS — - . I —
i ! _'1P—ﬂ P -
. R e o
| ! ! —
Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated.

WORD

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

"The word of the LORD came to me: *What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the
land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As
[ live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives
are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who
sins that shall die. >Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is
my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 2When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed they shall die. ?’Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 2Because they considered
and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they
shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are
my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 3°Therefore I will judge you, O house of



Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 3'Cast away from you all the transgressions
that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will
you die, O house of Israel? 3°For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD.
Turn, then, and live.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9
"To you, O LORD,
[ lift up my soul.
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
5Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
®Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-15

'If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, >make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own
interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
Swho, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be
exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And
being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is
above every name, '°so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, "and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. *Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in
my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; 3for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his
good pleasure. “Do all things without murmuring and arguing, ">so that you may be blameless
and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse
generation, in which you shine like stars in the world.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: p.124

p"Am— i I ;
o>e—¢ — —— P
o | ' |

Al - le - Iu - 1a, al - le - Iu - 1a,
() pm—— [——
7 — | | { | |
Y A WP 4 | | | - | - 7
J&B“—“—d—‘——ﬁ | S— F |
J |

al -le - Ilu - 1a, al - le - lu - 1a
Repeat alleluia

0N
A - ' I
'@V Ot o ¥ o 0l ~ @ 4 14

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 Please stand as able.
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

BWhen [Jesus]| entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then
[ will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’
he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin, we are
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority [ am doing these things.
2“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in
the vineyard today.” 2°He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 3°The
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not

go. 3Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly
I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of

you. 3*For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your
minds and believe him.”

After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.
SERMON Pastor Emily Willhide
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 772 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways

EVAN
THE APOSTLES’ CREED Please stand as able.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes “Merciful God,” We respond: “receive our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL

The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation.

ANTHEM: “Lord, for Thy tender mercy’s sake”
Lord, for thy tender mercy's sake,
lay not our sins to our charge,
but forgive that is past,
and give us grace to amend our sinful lives.
To decline from sin and incline to virtue,
that we may walk in a perfect heart before thee,
now and evermore.
Amen.

Please stand as able.
OFFERING PRAYER

Richard Farrant

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for
the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING: p.129
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It 1is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the table of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please be seated.

COMMUNION - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus
invites us all to the table. Please take an empty communion glass from the trays at the front of the
church. The innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those who prefer juice to
wine. There are discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers.
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COMMUNION HYMNS: ELW 447 O Blessed Spring
BERGLUND
ELW 483 Here is Bread
HERE IS BREAD
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Please stand as able.

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and
delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you,
bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 537 On Our Way Rejoicing
HERMAS

DISMISSAL:
Go in peace. Love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: A Voluntary for the Organ Anonymous
(Early 17th century English)

Please join us for coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall and to help move pews for
Oktoberfest as able.



