INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH

ADVENT
2017

PLEASE RECYCLE AND REUSE THIS ADVENT BULLETIN THROUGHOUT THE SEASON!
RETURN TO USHER STAND AFTER WORSHIP—THANK YOU!

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please silence your devices at this time.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who comes to wake us from sleep,
who leads us into the light of grace.
Amen.
Let us prepare the way of the Lord
by confessing our sin against God and neighbor.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

God of all time,
we confess that we have not prepared
for your merciful reign among us.
We ignore our neighbors in need
and fail in the labor of justice and peace.
In your mercy forgive us.
Grant us wisdom to welcome your light
and to seek the things that will endure
until Christ comes again in glory. Amen.
Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven
and all things are made new.
Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.
HYMN
Advent I
Advent II
Advent III

244
249
239

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
Hark the Glad Sound

HAF TONES LAMPA FARDIG
PUER NOBIS
CHESTERFIELD

GREETING
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE
(The congregation sings the boldfaced type.)

3

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The assembly is seated.
CHILDREN’S TIME
ALL AGES children invited to come to the altar steps for conversation and bucket offering.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING
See pages 10-15
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 240
Advent I
vs. 1
Advent II
vs. 1&2
Advent III
vs. 1, 2&3

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah

TIF IN VELDELE

SECOND READING
See pages 10-15
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Mark (John).
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL
See pages 10-15
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
The assembly stands at the introduction to the hymn.
HYMN OF THE DAY
Advent I
241
O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
Advent II
256
Comfort, Comfort Now My People
GODSPEED AND FAREWELL (Advent II Only)
Advent III
242
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn

WIE SOLL ICH DICH EMPFANGEN

FREU DICH SEHR
REJOICE, REJOICE

CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes “Lord, in your mercy,” We respond: hear our prayer.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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The assembly is seated.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
The assembly stands.
OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER
Savior of the nations, come.
Make your home here in us.
Feed us with your love,
that our faith will shine ever new
and our lives reveal your light.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PREFACE
The presiding minister continues with the preface:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... concluding: we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
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Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you. Share in the feast of salvation.
Thanks be to God.
LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION MUSIC
Advent I
Hymn 715
Advent II
Hymn 254
Advent III
Hymn 246

Christ, Be Our Light
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!

CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT
JEFFERSON
MERTON

COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
The Assembly Stands
PRAYER AFTER COMMMUNION
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with
good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING PRAYER
God for whom we wait,
you come to us
in the broken bread and the cup we share.
Bless with a servant’s heart those who take this bread and wine to
Our sisters and brothers who are sick or homebound.
Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts,
And send us all forth to be your people in the world.
Amen.
BLESSING
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you
and scatter the darkness from before your path.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
HYMN
Advent I
Advent II
Advent III

259
264
248

Fling Wide the Door
Prepare the Royal Highway
People, Look East

MACH HOCH DIE TUR
BERDEN VÄG FŎR HERRAN
BESANCON

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23954. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Onelicense.net A-7256966, expires 2/28/2017

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Sundays @ 10am – Holy Communion
Wednesday Midday @ 12:10pm (light lunch afterwards, $5 donation)
Wednesday Vespers @ 6:00pm
Christmas Eve Holy Communion @ 5:00pm, Prelude Music begins @ 4:30pm
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ADVENT I
First Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9
1O

that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
2as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.
5You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.
6We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD,
and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
3Grace

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in
Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every
kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are not
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
4I
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Gospel: Mark 13:24-37
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he will
send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends
of heaven.
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know
that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these
things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on
a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands
the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master
of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”
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ADVENT II
First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11
1Comfort,

O comfort my people,
says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A

voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
9Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
10See, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
11He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.
6A
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Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a
8Do

not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness,
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements
will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.
11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in
leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire?
13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where
righteousness is at home.
14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace,
without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
1The

beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’ ”
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.
7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.”
2As
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ADVENT III
First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
1The

spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
3to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
4They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
8For

I the LORD love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
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Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
16Rejoice

always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets, 21but test
everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil.
23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be
kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful,
and he will do this.

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28
6There

was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light.
19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”
21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He
answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent
us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said,
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ”
as the prophet Isaiah said.
24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if
you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with
water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John
was baptizing.
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