
INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

☩ 24th Sunday after Pentecost • November 12th, 2023 ☩ 
Worship Notes: • Our Lector is Janet Hoffman • Our Crucifer is Amy Kehl • Today we are 

welcoming new members. • 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRELUDE                       Mit Freuden Zart                        Ernst Pepping        
                
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS               Please stand as able and face the back of the church. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 
beloved. Amen. 
 
Holy One, we confess our brokenness before you. We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 
We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your 
coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your 
creation. Amen. 
 
Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Savior, opens the door to us. Through ☩ Jesus you 
are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the 
promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world. Amen. 
                      
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 887                                     This Is My Song 

FINLANDIA 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE: ELW 157 

 



 
NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION: ELW 167 
 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 
Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24 
18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!  Why do you want the day of the LORD? It is 
darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went into the 
house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. 20Is not the day of 
the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings 



and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals  
I will not look upon. 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody 
of your harps. 24But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 70                                                      Read responsively. 
 1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; 
  O LORD, make haste to help me. 
 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; 
  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.  
 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me 
  turn back because of their shame. 
 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 
  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!” 
 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. 
  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that 
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we 
declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of 
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 
up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord 
forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ACS 1035            Though the Earth Shall Change 

 
 



GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13                               Please stand as able. 
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of 
oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But 
at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all 
those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some 
of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for 
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they 
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding 
banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you 
know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.          Please be seated. 
 
 SERMON                                                                                                            Pastor Emily Willhide 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 717                                    Let Justice Flow Like Streams 

ST. THOMAS 
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS p.234 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes “Hear us, O God.” We respond: “Your mercy is great.” 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation. 
          

ANTHEM:         “Come, Ye Sinners”                                         BEACH SPRING 
arr. Ruth Elaine Schram 

  
Please stand as able. 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared 
your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your 
abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self 
and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. Amen. 
  
 
 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING: p.129 

 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: ELW 191 

 
 
 
 
 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the table of the Lord. Thanks be to God.                    
 
Please be seated. 
COMMUNION - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus 
invites us all to the table. Please take an empty communion glass from the trays at the front of the 
church. The innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those who prefer juice to 
wine. There are discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers. 
 
LAMB OF GOD: ELW 199 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS: ACS 951                                   Deep River 
 

 
 
ELW 438                                 My Lord, What a Morning 

BURLEIGH 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION         Please stand as able. 
Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us 
to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we meet 
you on the way. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, 
who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, 
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW 439        Soon and Very Soon 

VERY SOON 

 
DISMISSAL: 
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE:                                          Voluntary on “Deep River”           A. Hailstork    
 
 
 

Please join us for coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall.  

 



 

 
  



 



 



 


