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BIBLE STUDY RESUMES
Wednesday Noon Bible study will
resume on September 15th and meet
in-person in the Fellowship Hall.
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR EMILY:
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty. — John 6:35
I’m sure that you noticed a theme in our scripture readings for the past few weeks during
worship. We’ve been dwelling in chapter 6 of John, talking endlessly about bread: real bread,
metaphorical bread, barley bread, and living bread. We’ve explored our need for sustenance,
both physical and spiritual, and we’ve been challenged to think about our faith through this one
specific lens. Surely, we are done with bread for a while.
We certainly have enough new things to be thinking about. Our kids are headed off to a new
year of challenges and adventures, and our teachers, aides, administrators and support staff are
preparing to shepherd and guide them through the jungle of a new year of learning. Parents
and grandparents alike are organizing their calendars around school activities, and trying to
make sure that sleep, study, and play all have their proper places reserved on the daily schedule
to keep those young minds healthy, happy, and alert.
Life in the church is certainly not slowing down either, even as our planning bends and shapes
itself to life during a pandemic. Wednesday Noon Bible study will be resuming in September,
and our dedicated Faith Formation team is brainstorming how to offer activities and learning
for our kids who still are not able to attend in person. Choir and handbells are resuming
meeting, our youth are looking forward to the National Youth Gathering, and we continue to
celebrate our 100th Anniversary. I hesitate to even mention it, but Advent is just around the
corner.
Just thinking about all that is headed our way makes me wonder where we will find the energy
and enthusiasm to keep us going. I think perhaps it will come back to bread after all. We will be
nourished by the Sacrament, we will be encouraged and supported by the communing
community, and we will be inspired to service by the Living Bread himself, Jesus Christ.
Just as the work of the church is ongoing, the faithfulness of God never fails us. We are
renewed each and every day as we are gathered, prepared, and sent to carry out the work of
the kingdom. Where do you feel that God is calling you to engage this year? What new ministry
and learning opportunities will you choose to participate in, and how will those change your
faith life?
May the Living Bread that is Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace, and may we be
inspired to share this feast of Good News with the world.
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MUSIC
Worship. In a word, it is the most important activity that we do together as a
congregation during the week. And, as Lutherans, music is absolutely essential to the
worship experience. Recently, our Church Council approved the hiring of two paid
cantor positions for the choir. A question that is often raised is “Why do we need paid
singers or section leaders?” That is a very fine question and I would like to provide
some helpful information about why these people are so critical to our musical success
in the future.
Some of you may have been raised in this church. If you did, and if you were here
during the “glory years” of the 1950s and 1960s, you may recall a time when there were
huge numbers of people who volunteered to be in the adult and children’s choir
program. Dr. Susan McArver has shown me several photos from those years and it is
really amazing to see the large group of singers all dressed in their finest attire! (Some
of those choir collars were even ruffled! Brilliant!). Fast forward to the present and the
sad reality is that we only have a small handful of approximately five women who have
repeatedly stepped up to the plate to volunteer their time to singing in the choir. I
adore these women, but I do need to share something about them with you: one is a
great-grandmother, three are grandmothers, and the fifth just recently retired from
work. The truth that our congregation must now face is that we don’t have ANY female
member of the choir under the age of 50. You may know that as we age, our voices
change. It is just a natural progression of life. Some women who once were fine
sopranos now find that their upper range just isn’t as secure as it once was. So, we
honestly have a group of about five altos with no voices truly able to sing any soprano
lines in composed choral literature.
Part of my job duties requires me to select anthems for the choir that fit the liturgical
readings for each Sunday. We have a very impressive choir library with hundreds of
anthems composed for a four-part choir. In the past three years,I think I can count on
one hand the number of times that our choir had enough voices to sing a three or fourpart anthem. So, our resources sit on the shelves waiting for the right combination of
voices to sing these sacred texts that help to magnify the scripture we read.
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MUSIC
This reality we find ourselves in is not unique to our congregation. As an active member
of the Greater Columbia American Guild of Organists, I often speak with music
directors and organists at neighboring churches. The vast majority of them now have
several paid singers to help supplement the volunteers in order to be able to sing what
we consider to be standard choral literature on a Sunday morning: Ebenezer Lutheran,
Mt. Tabor Lutheran, Good Shepherd Lutheran, St. Joseph’s Catholic, St. Peter’s
Catholic, Trenholm United Methodist, Washington Street United Methodist,
Eastminster Presbyterian, First Presbyterian, Shandon Presbyterian, St. Martin in the
Field’s Episcopal, Trinity Episcopal, St. Johns’ Episcopal…all of these either currently or
sometime in their recent history have had paid singers on staff. Again, our situation is
not unique at Incarnation Lutheran Church.
We all hope and pray that our church will be a welcoming place for those visiting for
the first time. One of the best ways to encourage new membership is through a strong
music ministry. The experience of hearing a strong, well-balanced choir on a Sunday
morning can’t be ignored as a critical component of church growth. Now that churches
are more than ever before broadcasting / livestreaming their worship services, it is
even more critical that the sound quality that we hear represents a superior level. With
Emma, our soprano section leader, and Kevin, our baritone section leader, our choir
will be able to sing regularly in three or four-parts. It will be critical to the future of the
choir and for you as a member of the church to support the music fund. With your help,
we can maintain this important component of our music ministry at Incarnation
Lutheran Church. As always, I thank you for your continued support.
Yours in Christ,
Dr. Patrick Hawkins, Music Director and Organist
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CDC
Play can be hard work, but it's always more fun
with friends!
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FAITH FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP

BIBLE STUDY

Bible Study Resuming on September 15th!
Wednesday Noon Bible Study will resume on September 15th at noon
in the Fellowship Hall.

SUNDAY SHORTS
Sunday Shorts Starting on September 12th!
Beginning September 12th, join us on Facebook for some faith fun.
Each Sunday, the Incarnation Facebook page will post a short video
featuring a story from scripture and a craft or activity to go with it.
Watch the video, make the craft, and post a picture of your creation
in the comments!

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
National Youth Gathering registration is underway. Please pick up
forms from the office, or check your email. Contact Pastor Emily if
you have any questions about this event.
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COVID-19 UPDATES FOR WORSHIP
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100TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE
September Challenge
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OKTOBERFEST
It is with a very heavy heart but an eye towards safety and risk-aversion
that we let you know that Oktoberfest 2021 has been cancelled due to
rising COVID-19 cases and worrisome community spread. We are at the
point where we would have to put down sizable deposits for our large
expenditures, not to mention the unknowns associated with this Delta
variant. The team has decided that safe is better than sorry. We'll try
again in 2022 and hope and pray that this thing is behind us by then.

CRAFTING GROUP
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER
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GET IN TOUCH
Our Ministry Staff contacts are:
Rev. Emily Willhide...................................................pastoremily@incarnationlutheran.com
Dr. Patrick Hawkins; Dir. of Music & Organist.............music@incarnationlutheran.com
Amy Kehl; Bookkeeper……………………..……….............amy.kehl@incarnationlutheran.com
Teresa Boykin, CDC Director................................................cdc@incarnationlutheran.com
Cherry Samuel, CDC-Byron Rd……………….…..........cdcbyron@incarnationlutheran.com
Charlotte Dover, Parish Administrator……………....…....office@incarnationlutheran.com

Worship: Sundays at 8:30 am (Outdoor Worship) and 10 a.m.
(10 a.m. Worship is also live streamed on Facebook.)
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
3005 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29205
Office: 803-256-2381
CDC: 803-256-7456
www.incarnationlutheran.com
www.facebook.com/IncarnationLutheranChurch

