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SLIDE INTO THE SCHOOL YEAR

Blessing of the Backpacks on August 8th:
Bring your backpack to church to be blessed.
Please refer to page 6 to see what events we have in store for
our children going back to school in August. We pray for a safe
and healthy school year!
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR EMILY:
So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. - Psalm 90:12
Several times this week, I had the disorienting experience of having a conversation
about “last year”, only to discover that we were actually talking about 2019, two years
ago. It’s almost as if our minds have catalogued 2020 as its own timeline, quite apart
and separate from “normal” time. No doubt, it was an odd year. It seemed to pass, at
least for me, in fits and starts, dragging one month and flying by the next. I do wonder
how this experience has changed us all, young and old alike. We certainly came face to
face with our mortality.
In my devotional reading, I recently encountered Psalm 90. This psalm reflects on the
fleeting nature of human life, especially when compared to the endlessness of God. “For
a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the
night.”
It is a good reminder that what seems endless to us is hardly that to God. Whether that
is a time of pain or a time of joy, to God’s eyes it is only a blink. I suppose that could
seem disheartening to us; a suggestion that we could not possibly hold much interest
for an infinite God. And yet, God takes the time to dwell with us, to build relationship
with us, and ultimately to enter our reality as Jesus Christ.
That God finds value in our short existence is a wonder to me. It’s also a reminder that
we should find value in every moment of this gift of life. Whether they are challenging,
joyous, small or life-changing, each day is a gift of God. The psalmist’s prayer is one we
should pray as well: Lord, teach us to value our days, to derive from them every drop of
love and knowledge of you, and may they teach us to be compassionate and wise.
The psalm ends on an undeniable note of hope: “Let your work be manifest to your
servants, and your glorious power to their children. Let the favor of the Lord our God
be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our hands— O prosper the work of our
hands!”
Even in the sometimes chaotic world, God endures. And not only does God endure, but
we have hope that God will prosper the work of our hands so that they endure, too. We
pray that God will bless our works as they go out into the world, and that even our
small wisdoms and small acts can somehow be made to make a difference when God is
involved. Thanks be to God for God’s faithfulness and love!
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STEWARDSHIP
As we continue to grow spiritually and learn together how we can best fulfill our
mission in Christ, please note that August 1st officially kicks off our 2021 Stewardship
season.
Look for related communications, temple talks, and Facebook links describing what
Stewardship means to us, including a few personal accounts about how some church
families prefer to give back with their time, talent, and resources.
Note also that the church has a number of key projects in the works, for which funding
will be needed and progress will be tracked to share with you on a regular basis.
Lastly, we look forward to hosting you for a special mid September lunch & learn
session (in the works), to discuss coming events and other Incarnation needs. Good
Lord willing, you can all attend and enjoy the great food, conversation, and Christian
fellowship, we have missed so much in recent times.
Blessings & Thanks,
From the Stewardship Committee.

MUSIC
The turnout for both our of Organ Dedication Recitals was great. Thank you to all who
came! If you were unable to make it, feel free to watch the link below. Thank you for
your support.
Organ Recital, Dr. Patrick Hawkins, July 25th, 2021:
https://fb.watch/v/168GBiIVj/
Left: Dr. Janette Fishell with
the student performers and
their teachers at the AGO
masterclass held on July 10th at
ILC.
Right: Dr. Patrick Hawkins
playing at his dedicatory organ
recital.
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CDC
Preparing for takeoff into the 2021 school year!

Our school age summer program enjoyed their visit to the Challenger Learning
Center located adjacent to W.A. Perry Middle School. It is an aerospace themed
educational program designed to provide interactive learning experiences. This
hands - on exploration provided an exciting component to our visit. The pictures
show our students utilizing the flight simulators as well as learning about the
courageous flight team of the ill fated Challenger Space Shuttle.
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CDC

BACKYARD
ouse
Bouncy H
+ Waterslide

Inviting all families at Incarnation!
Join us on Wednesday, August 11th between 5:00 - 7:00 pm for a backyard bouncy
house and waterslide. Bring your dinner and come slide with us! Popsicles and water
bottles provided.
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FAITH FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP

In July the Faith Formation team hosted a
Picnic at the Park. We had a great turnout
from both the church and our two Child
Development Centers. It was wonderful to see
all of those families connecting while their
kids enjoyed playtime and popsicles.
Also, in July, the at-home VBS kits were
delivered to the families of Incarnation. These
kits came with lesson plans and craft supplies
and invited our families to engage in some
faith building fun at their own pace.

Looking Ahead:
Blessing of the Backpacks on August 8th: Bring your backpack to church to be blessed
or let us know that you’ll be blessing your backpack with us on the livestream and we’ll
mail you your backpack cross.
Backyard Bouncy House and Waterslide on August 11 from 5-7pm: Bring your dinner
and come slide with us! Popsicles and water bottles provided.
National Youth Gathering: It’s time to start organizing! Add the Youth Gathering to
your calendars for July 24th-July 28th, 2022, and let Pastor Emily know if you’re
interested in attending. We will have our first informational session on August 29th,
after worship, where we will gather your contact information and discuss first steps.
Please plan on attending!
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COVID-19 UPDATES FOR WORSHIP
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100TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE
August Challenge
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QUILTING GROUP

CRAFTING GROUP
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BAKING
From the Oktoberfest Committee
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN AUGUST
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GET IN TOUCH
Our Ministry Staff contacts are:
Rev. Emily Willhide...................................................pastoremily@incarnationlutheran.com
Dr. Patrick Hawkins; Dir. of Music & Organist.............music@incarnationlutheran.com
Amy Kehl; Bookkeeper……………………..……….............amy.kehl@incarnationlutheran.com
Teresa Boykin, CDC Director................................................cdc@incarnationlutheran.com
Cherry Samuel, CDC-Byron Rd……………….…..........cdcbyron@incarnationlutheran.com
Charlotte Dover, Parish Administrator……………....…....office@incarnationlutheran.com

Worship: Sundays at 8:30 am (Outdoor Worship) and 10 a.m.
(10 a.m. Worship is also live streamed on Facebook.)
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
3005 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29205
Office: 803-256-2381
CDC: 803-256-7456
www.incarnationlutheran.com
www.facebook.com/IncarnationLutheranChurch

