Incarnation Lutheran Church
Fifth Sunday of Pentecost
July 5, 2020
During this time of transition to In-person worship, our bulletin and service are shortened. Please
follow all guidelines set forth by church staff; remain six feet away from others at all times, please wear a
mask, and if you are considered high-risk, consider staying home and joining us via Facebook for
Worship. Bulletins, Communion cups, and extra masks are available at the entrance. Please maintain six
feet of distance between households. If you are feeling sick please stay home. Were so glad that you are
able to join us for worship today. We look forward to worshipping together.

GATHERING
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
OPENING HYMN

For the Beauty of the Earth

Verses 1 and 2

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and
our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call
upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.
11As

for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a
15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very
thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it
is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good
dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I
do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do
not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.
21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at
hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that
dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body
of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of
tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over
to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Emily
Bind Us Together

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared
world.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. Embrace us as we
struggle to find our common ground. Lift up leaders with powerful and prophetic
voices. Free us from stagnant faith. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for the well-being of creation. Protect the air, water, and land from abuse
and pollution. Free us from apathy in our care of creation and direct us toward
sustainable living. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for the nations especially the United States and Canada, celebrating their
nationhood. Guide leaders in developing just policies and guide difficult
conversations. Free us from patriotism that hinders relationship-building. Lead us
to expansive love for our neighbor. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for all in need. For all who are tired, feeling despair, sick, or oppressed
especially, The Williamson Family at the death of Jean Bunch, The Norton Family,
Eloise Justice, Alex McArver, Jack Tucker, Emily Prince, The Family of Joe Ray, The
Family of Mallory Mahoney, and all those that are home bound. Take their yoke
upon you and ease their burdens. Give your consolation and free us from all that
keeps us bound. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Give joy to those who celebrate birthdays this week, especially, Raymon Lark, Merle
Parker, and Kay Rushe. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Inspire, Renew, and Empower those celebrating their baptismal anniversaries this
week especially, William Boozer, Grace Sawicki, Katie Sawicki, McNally Sowell, and
Heidt Cramer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace throughout the world, bless the
efforts of missionaries, healthcare professionals, activists for women and children,
and relief workers, especially, Jason Harris, Melissa Corbett, Maureen Kelly, Sue
Hoffmann, Ashley English, Dr. Duncan Norton, Ashton Rabern, Kathy Kehl, and all
those who find themselves in harm’s way. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for this congregation. Bless pastors, deacons, and congregational leaders.
Energize children’s ministry volunteers, church administrators, and those who
maintain our building. Shine in this place that we might notice the ways your love
transforms our lives. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for those who have died in faith. Welcome them into your eternal rest
and comfort us in our grief until we are joined with them in new life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
SHARING THE PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING PRAYER
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as
the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant
grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love
in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our
song. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the
Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies

Verses 1 and 3

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
Announcements!
Welcome, Pastor Emily Willhide! Council and Call Committee are thrilled to welcome her
back, along with her husband, Mike, and kids Kate, Aidan, Luke and Ben. Welcome, Pastor
Emily! God's blessings on our ministries together.
Congregation Council will meet again on July 25th.
Have you seen me? In all of our shuffling and storage changes in the past 6 months, we

seem to have misplaced the church's Amp/Microphone Combo. If you have any thoughts on
where they might be living, please email the office!
Online Giving!
We look forward to the day when we can worship together as a family
again, but until then, please continue to support the mission of the
church. You can use this image by scanning the QR Code with your
smart phone’s camera which will lead you to our Website for Online
Giving!
Prayer List

Current:
Congregational sympathy to Bill Williamson and family at the death of
his mother, Jean Bunch
The Norton Family
Eloise Justice
Alex McArver
Jack Tucker
Emily Prince
The Family of Joe Ray
The Family of Mallory Mahoney
and all those that are home bound
Continuing: Jenny Gantt, Ken Gehler, Jackie Rhodes, Harry Evans, and Michael Henry.
Birthdays: Raymon Lark 07/07, Merle Parker 07/05, Ellen Rushe 07/06
Baptismal Anniversaries: William Boozer 07/11, Grace Sawicki 07/11, Katie Sawicki
07/11, McNally Sowell 07/11, Heidt Cramer 07/09

