
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
WELCOME TO INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are a congregation of the South Carolina Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

This is Christ's church. 
There is a place for you here. 

 
We are a church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you 
as a whole personal, regardless of race, gender, orientation, ability or disability, socioeconomic status, or 
citizenship. We affirm that all people are beloved children of God and created in the image of God. Join us as 
we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world. 
 
WORSHIP 

• We gather to worship God in community because we believe that in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ 
all things are made new, including us, and that God has brought us together for a purpose. 

• Our worship language is drawn from scripture, and you may recognize many parts of it from your Bible.   

• The worship bulletin includes our order of worship and will direct you to hymns/songs (located in our red 
hymnal), or to different parts of the liturgy (in the front half of the ELW). If you’re not sure what something 
means, please ask a neighbor or an usher.  

• During worship, there are directions to be seated or to stand as able. Please do what you are able and what 
makes you comfortable. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us all to the table. The 
Ushers will direct you to the front of the church to receive communion. Please take an empty communion glass 
from the trays at the front of the church. The innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those 
who prefer juice to wine. There are discard trays by the side aisles. Gluten free wafers are also available. 
Children are welcome to participate when they and their families think they are ready, and after a conversation 
with the pastor. If you are unable to come forward, please indicate that to the Ushers, and the Pastor will bring 
communion to you in your pew. 
 
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN WORSHIP! 
The whole church is blessed by the presence of children in worship, wiggle and all. They will learn to 
participate in church by watching you and the congregation as we stand, sit, pray, and sing together. Coloring 
pages, crayons, Quiet Mazes, and activity bags are available in the narthex to help them if they get a little 
restless. There is also a nursery located in our educational building next door, staffed with two qualified 
caregivers.  
 
RESTROOMS 
As you face the altar, the men’s restrooms are through the door on the right side and down the hall. The 
women’s restroom and an accessible family restroom are through the door on the left side. A diaper changing 
station is available in the family restroom. 
 
LIVESTREAM 
Worship is live-streamed on Facebook and can be found on Incarnation’s Facebook page. A link is also 
available on our website: incarnationlutheran.com 
 
ASSISTIVE LISTENING IS AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX 
Please ask the Ushers for help if you have difficulty either in locating the devices or using them.  

Welcome to Worship 

http://incarnationlutheran.com/


INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

☩ Ascension Sunday • May 17th, 2026 ☩ 

Worship Notes:  • Our Lector for today is Connie Hinson • Our Crucifer for today is John Sawicki • Our 

Worship Assistant for today is Sabra Custer • Our Acolyte for today is Mia Ely • We are in setting 4 of the 

ELW • The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God and in honor of all of our graduates by 

Incarnation Lutheran Church. ILC is pleased to be a part of your life and progress in the world and we will 

continue to give you our love and support as we all strive to follow in our Heavenly Father's footsteps. 

Congratulations on your achievements! Godspeed! You are a blessing to us! • 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
PRELUDE                                         Meditation on "Aeterne Rex Altissime"                  Matthew Whitehouse 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM                                                                                         Please stand as able. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters. We 
thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the 
waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks for 
your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. Fill 
us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We join 
with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 650                     In Christ There is No East or West 

                                                                                                                                       MCKEE 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE: s149 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes for us. 
Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into your glory, 
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.                                                                           Please be seated. 
                                                                                                                                          

WORD 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11 

[Luke writes:] 1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach 2 until the 
day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, 
he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is 
what you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.” 
 
  6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 
his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was 
going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They 
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 47                                                                                                                                         Read responsively 
1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
  shout to God with a joyful sound. 
 2 For the LORD Most High is to be feared: 
  a great king over all the earth, 
 3 who subdues the peoples under us, 
  and the nations under our feet; 
 4 who chooses our inheritance for us, 
  the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.  
 5 God has gone up with a shout, 
  the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn. 
 6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
  sing praises to our king, sing praises.  
 7 For God is king of all the earth; 
  sing praises with a song. 
 8 God reigns over the nations; 
  God is enthroned on high. 
 9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham. 
  The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.  



SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 
15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16 I do 
not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, 
with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20 God put this 
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has 
made him the head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in 
all. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 151a                                                                                 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53                                                                                                       Please stand as able. 
Before the Reading: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
44 [Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.”45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day 47 and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are 
witnesses of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in the 
city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
 
  50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51 While he was 
blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 
After the Reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                                    Please be seated. 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                                 Pastor Emily Willhide 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 393                                                              A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!                                                  

   LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

 
 
 



GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

 
PRESENTATION OF QUILTS TO GRADUATES 
Giving of the Quilts 
Parent(s): Today I give thanks to God for your life. You have given my life a deeper meaning and 
calling. Through you, I have experienced God's love, joy and forgiveness. Wherever you go, whatever 
you do, my love goes with you. May this blanket remind you of the warmth of my love, the care of this 
faith community and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Graduate: Today I give thanks to God for our lives together. You have loved and cared for me, even 
when it was difficult. You have supported me as I discovered who I am, and you have done your best to 
be the parent I needed. Thank you for your courage, patience, wisdom and love. Wherever I go and 
whatever I do, I will always be your child, carrying the love of our family with me. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes “Merciful God,” We respond: “Receive our prayer.” 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

The offering plate will be passed throughout the Congregation for those not using online giving. 
 

ANTHEM:                                                           “I Got Shoes”                                             Incarnation Ringers 
Arranged from the traditional African American spiritual “All God’s Chillun Got Shoes”, today's handbell 
anthem “I Got Shoes” features lively rhythms, syncopated patterns, and joyful melodic exchanges between 

bells and our Incarnation Ringers who perform them. This piece elevates today's worship service and 
celebrates hope, freedom, and the promise of heavenly joy. 

 
OFFERTORY: ELW 373 (verse 1)                                                               Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!   

                                           ORIENTIS PARTIBUS 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us, a 
glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood 
of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 



GREAT THANKSGIVING s107 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY s153 

 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God… 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,  
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 



To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forver. 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Please be seated. 
COMMUNION - We invite you to join with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion, as Jesus invites us 
all to the table. Please take an empty communion glass from the trays at the front of the church. The 
innermost ring of glasses are pre-filled with grape juice for those who prefer juice to wine. There are 
discard trays by the side aisles. Please follow the directions of the Ushers. 
 
LAMB OF GOD s154 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION MEDITATION: Improvisation on "Thine the Amen"                          Matthew Whitehouse 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 826                                                                                  Thine the Amen 

 THINE 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                                           Please stand as able. 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new. Send 
us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, 

our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW 855                                             Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 DIADEMATA 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE                                               Toccata on "Aeterne Rex Altissime"                Matthew Whitehouse 

 
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee time. 

 

Click on the QR code below to view the cover page art in color. 

 

 

 

 

Worship Help: 

Would you like to bring forward the bread and wine during the offering? Please let Susan McArver or 

Pastor Emily know if you are interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


