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Starting Sunday, November 28th, we will now offer
both communion in the pew as well as the

opportunity to come down front to take communion. 

UPDA
TED COMMUNION PROTOCOL

More information on page 10.
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A  N O T E  F R O M  P A S T O R  E M I L Y :

 

This is one of my favorite verses. I find it impossible to live up to of course, which is,
perhaps, why it is one of my favorites. It’s a reminder to me that our intentions do not
always coincide with our actions, and that somehow God continues to love us anyway. 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances. It is a tall order.
Especially in light of all that the past couple of years have held. 

But even when we can’t live up to this scriptural command, we are expected to live into
it. That means that we look for ways to rejoice even in the face of grief and trials. It
means remembering to lift up every bit of our lives to God in prayer: our joys, our
concerns, ourselves, our neighbors, and yes, even those who hate us. Living into this
vision for God’s people means being thankful for the abundant blessings that God has
poured out upon us, and then treating those blessings as precious, valuable aspects of
our lives together, and working to protect them. 

These verses, I think, are less about being the perfect community and more about how
we participate in the imperfect communities of which we are actually a part. Change
and renewal starts with one person at a time, after all. These words call us to do better
by one another, to evaluate our lives together and our responsibilities to one another in
light of God’s great love for us, and then to live accordingly, even if imperfectly. That
effort begins and is shaped by this call from God to rejoice, pray, and give thanks.

Later this month, our nation will gather around tables and break bread together. We
will say prayers of thanksgiving for family, friends, and for God’s provision. We will
rejoice over being with one another, perhaps after a long time apart. And because we
are only human, we will probably have an argument or two with someone we truly care
about. What a blessing to know that God understands that, too. 

May God bless our time together, and may we continue to live into the kind of
community where we rejoice with one another, give thanks for one another, and lift all
things to God in prayer. 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and give thanks in all circumstances; for this

is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

- 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
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M U S I C

 

Incarnation Lutheran Church is hosting an Advent Evensong and Organ Recital on
Wednesday, December 15th. The service starts at 5:45pm, and is followed by a recital of
German Renaissance and Baroque music for Advent and Christmas. We hope to see you
there! 

Yours in Christ,

Dr. Patrick Hawkins, Music Director and Organist 

Advent Organ Recital

W E D N E S D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  1 5 T H
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C D C  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  Y E A R S
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S T E W A R D S H I P

 In October and November the Stewardship Committee continues planning for this
season’s pledge drive communications.  

Similar to last year, pledging packets will be assembled & distributed.

The communication includes our 2022 Narrative Budget, pledge cards, and instructions
about how to complete and return your planned giving information to the church. 

Returning this information promptly to the church is so important for our annual
church planning!  Please look for this and respond quickly, when it arrives. 

A few days ago Linda Blazek found and shared with me a very appropriate quote for
these times inspired by Psalm 98:

Staying together through the delights and struggles of life - being
"together for joy" - has never been more important. And while change
brings financial challenges in its wake, it also brings fresh opportunities to
sing to God a new song, for God has done - and will do - marvelous things.

As always, we appreciate all you give every day on behalf of the church through
worship, fellowship, services, and prayers. 

Thank You for All You Do! We Are Grateful! 

From your Stewardship Committee: 

Debbie Shurr, Mary Karl Boepple, Teresa Boykin, Linda Blazak, Randy Yausey and Cal
Johnson

At our last council meeting, Council voted to approve changes to our worship with regards
to our Covid protocols. Starting Sunday, November 28th, we will now offer both in your
seat communion (like we’ve been doing it) as well as the opportunity to come down front to
take communion by station, using a pouring chalice and individual cups. Gloves, masks,
spacing will be used. We will also once again begin passing the offering plate.

COUNCIL COVID UPDATES: 
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F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N  A N D  F E L L O W S H I P

  
We will be welcoming new members on Sunday, November 21st. 

NEW NEW MEMBERMEMBER SUNDAY SUNDAY

Bible Study: 
 

Wednesday Noon Bible Study is
weekly in the Fellowship Hall.

 

Sunday Shorts: 
 

Every Sunday, join us on
Facebook for some faith fun.

The Incarnation Facebook page
will post a short video featuring

a story from scripture and a
craft or activity to go with it.
Watch the video, make the

craft, and post a picture of your
creation in the comments! 

National Youth Gathering:
 

National Youth Gathering
registration is drawing to a

close. Please register by
November 15th. Pick up forms
from the office, or check your
email. Contact Pastor Emily if
you have any questions about

this event. 

TRUNKTRUNK  OR OR TREATTREAT



N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 1

A D V E N T  S C H E D U L E

  Sunday, November 28th
8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Worship

 
Wednesday, December 1st

5:45 pm Advent Evening Worship
 

Sunday, December 5th
8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Worship

 
Wednesday, December 8th

5:45 pm Advent Evening Worship
 

Sunday, December 12th
8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Worship

 
Wednesday, December 15th
5:45 pm Advent Evening Worship

Advent Evensong and Organ Recital after Worship
 

Sunday, December 19th
8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Worship

 
Wednesday, December 22nd 
5:45 pm Advent Evening Worship

 
Christmas Eve - December 24th

5:00 pm Festival Worship
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O K T O B E R F E S T
 

Even though Oktoberfest was cancelled this year, we were still able to bring some of
the festival to Columbia. The Oktoberfest Cookie Ladies assembled and sold $800

worth of cookies the weekend of October 16. If possible, we'll continue to have these
pop-up cookie sales. Be on the lookout and share with friends when you can!

 

 
November is the season to give thanks!

 
For our November anniversary challenge, we are collecting 100 pairs of socks for the
homeless at Transitions. Please brings socks in men’s and women’s sizes, and leave

them at the church office. 
 

And find other ways to express your thanks during this season of giving! 
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L E C T O R  A N D  C R U C I F E R  S C H E D U L E
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  I N  N O V E M B E R
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Our Ministry Staff contacts are:

Rev. Emily Willhide...................................................pastoremily@incarnationlutheran.com

Dr. Patrick Hawkins; Dir. of Music & Organist.............music@incarnationlutheran.com

Amy Kehl; Bookkeeper……………………..……….............amy.kehl@incarnationlutheran.com

Teresa Boykin, CDC Director................................................cdc@incarnationlutheran.com

Cherry Samuel, CDC-Byron Rd……………….…..........cdcbyron@incarnationlutheran.com

Charlotte Dover, Parish Administrator……………....…....office@incarnationlutheran.com

Worship: Sundays at 8:30 am and 10 a.m. 

(10 a.m. Worship is also live streamed on Facebook.)

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

3005 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29205

Office: 803-256-2381

CDC: 803-256-7456

www.incarnationlutheran.com

www.facebook.com/IncarnationLutheranChurch

 

G E T  I N  T O U C H

 

https://www.incarnationlutheran.com/
http://www.facebook.com/IncarnationLutheranChurch

